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An Introduction to the Reformed Faith

Nov. 5. Introduction Dec. 3. Salvation, Election, Predestination, Providence
Nov. 12. History and variations Dec. 10. Covenant; Christ as Prophet, Priest, & King
Nov. 19. Heidelberg Catechism Dec. 17. Culture and Society
Nov. 26. Westminster Standards

Orientation
The Westminster Confession and Catechisms are the culmination of more than a century of 

close biblical study and dangerous intra-Protestant conflict.
The main point in all Reformed statements from the 1520s is the same: God initiates the 

salvation that is freely given in Christ.
In the Reformed view, humans are active in receiving the gift of salvation, but do not create the 

gift themselves.
Compared to Lutheran, Anglican, and Orthodox views of salvation, the Reformed find less 

mystery in the process. Compared to the Anabaptists and modern evangelicals, the 
Reformed found less for humans to do in initiating salvation.

The special difficulty for Reformed understandings of salvation, especially now, is that they 
work against the deeply ingrained assumptions about self-direction and self-sufficiency that 
have prevailed in the Western world since the Enlightenment.

A modern Christian question about the use of Scripture in the Westminster standards is 
whether enough attention was paid to the broad sweep of biblical narratives as opposed to 
information gathered together from individual biblical passages.

Some of the biblical foundations for the Westminster statements

Matthew 11:25-30 (esp. v. 27: “those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him”)
John 6:37-40 (esp. vv. 37, 39: “all that the Father gives me”)
John 10:27-30 (esp. “my father . . . has given them to me”)
John 17:106 (esp. v. 6: “those whom you gave me”)
Ephesians 1:3-12 (esp. v. 4: “chose us in him before the creation of the world”)
Romans 3:21-4:8 (the positive statement of justification by faith through grace)
Romans 8:28-30 (“foreknew … predestined … called … justified … glorified”)
Romans 9:30-32 (v. 14, “Is God unjust?” v. 16, “It does not . . . depend on man’s desire or effort, 

but on God’s mercy.” v. 20, “Who are you . . . to talk back to God.”)
Romans 11:33-36 (v. 33, “How unsearchable are his judgments”)
2 Timothy 1:8-10 (esp. the bestowal of grace before the worlds began)

Westminster Confession
3. God’s eternal decree           10. Effectual Calling        16. Good works
5. Providence                             11. Justification               17. Perseverance
6. Fall-consequences                12. Adoption                    18. Assurance
7. Covenant                                13. Sanctification      
8. Christ the Mediator              14. Saving Faith               (1903) Holy Spirit
9. Free will                                 15. Regeneration            (1903) The Gospel




