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  *  Congregation stands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 12,  2023 
 

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude:  When All Your Mercies, O My God 
  Be Thou My Vision 
                                             
Church Family News                  Annette LaPlaca 

                
 Preparation for Worship (Congregation sings)             Howard Whitaker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living God and 
celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love of                 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip children, 
youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the  gospel       
near and far in word and deed. 
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* Call to Worship                        

 

 

Pastor: Those who seek God will rejoice and be glad in him; and say continually, 
 
People: The Lord be magnified! 
  Those who love his salvation will say continually, 
 
Pastor: The Lord be magnified! 
  Sing praises to our God, sing praises. 
 
All: For God is the King over all the earth, and reigns over the nations. 
  The Lord be magnified! 
 
 

 * Invocation  
 

* Opening Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns          Hymn 295 
 

 
WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 

 

Call to Confession                   Sarah Holman
  

Leader: How can we be so blind, and yet see so acutely at the same time? 

 

People: We are quick to note the dark acts of others, yet slow to recognize the evil 

in our own thoughts and the stains on our hands.   

   

Leader: O, for eyes that will see and honor the good in others! 

 

People: O, for hearts that loathe the blinding evil of indwelling sin! 

 

Leader: Come, let us turn to the fount of mercy, whose love heals our blindness,                
and whose righteousness transforms our condemning hearts into instruments        
of peace. 

 
 

Song of Confession: Spirit of the Living God          Hymn 726 
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Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon    

  

Leader: The promise of God is greater than our sinfulness: If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.  Brothers and sisters, rest in this good news – in Jesus Christ we stand     
forgiven.  Amen. 

 
*  Sung Acclamation (Gloria Patri)                                    Hymn 735    

                
All:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it  
  was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
  Amen, amen. 
 

* Passing of the Peace     
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:     And also with you.  

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 

 

  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 

Offering  
 

Anthem: Come, Ye Sinner, Poor and Needy          arr. Ronald Turner 
                 Immanuel Choir 

           
* Doxology                Hymn 732 
 
 All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise him, all creatures here below; 
  Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore. 
Jesus ready stands to save you, 
Full of pity, love, and power. 
 
Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome, 
God’s free bounty glorify; 
True belief and true repentance, 
Every grace that brings you nigh. 

I will arise and go to Jesus, 
He will embrace me in his arms. 
In the arms of my dear Savior, 
Oh, there are ten thousand charms.   
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* Children’s Blessing 
 

(Children 3 years through 5th grade go downstairs to continue their worship.) 
 

Intercessory Prayer                             Steve Westfall 
 

* Hymn: Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Used by permission, CCLI #294262 
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  WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 

(Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word. 
  

Readers: Jim and Carol Wilhoit 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Jerimiah 31:31-34 

 

Reader:  “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
    “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
    and with the people of Judah. 

 
Congregation:   It will not be like the covenant 

    I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
    to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
    though I was a husband to them, 
declares the Lord. 

 
Reader:  “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 

    after that time,” declares the Lord. 
“I will put my law in their minds 
    and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
 

Congregation:  No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
    or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know me, 
    from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the Lord. 
“For I will forgive their wickedness 
    and will remember their sins no more.”  

 
 
 

(continued) 
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* New Testament Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 
 

Reader: For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died 
for all, and therefore all died.  

Congregation: And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

Reader: So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  

 
Congregation: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:       

The old has gone, the new is here! 
 

 

* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon:  Politics and God’s Kingdom Reign  (Part 1) 

 
WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
 
 

 
 

*  Closing Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                          Hymn 598 
 
* Benediction   
  
* Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Today 
 
 Thanks to our musicians: Mary Hopper, John Zimmerman, Immanuel choir 
 
 

 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Food Pantry open 
 No Youth Group 
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 This Week 

 

Contact Cindy Bretsen at (630) 386-1534 if you want to come. 
  
 

Note on a friend’s passing: I would like to thank my faithful Immanuel church  
family for your prayers and expressions of concern for my husband, Clair. He died 
in our arms, while we played his favorite piece of music, Vince Guaraldi's jazz mass 
at Grace Cathedral. “And He will swallow up death forever” (Isaiah 25:8). 
 

Deborah Penner, daughters Lauren & Mary-Claire 
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NOTES 
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