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June 19, 2022 

Summer Sermon Series 
 

“Great Stories, a Greater Savior” 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 

Summer Sermon Series 
Great Stories, a Greater Savior 
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Morning Worship 
September 4, 2022 

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude                John Zimmerman 

  Jesus Shall Reign 
My Hope Is in the Lord 
O Worship the King 

                                    
 Church Family News                       Annette  LaPlaca 
 
Preparation for Worship         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Call to Worship   (Please stand.)                        

 
Pastor: Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
 
All: And we shall praise him, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, 
  despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of God. 
 
Pastor: Come, let us consider him who has endured such hostility by sinners against 
  himself, so that we may not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
All: And since he has given us a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us offer 
  him our lives in full and joyful surrender. 
 
 

  *  Congregation stands. 
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* Invocation  
   
* Opening Hymn: Christ Our Hope in Life and Death       Getty/Bowell/Kauflin/Merker/Papa 
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WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

Call to Confession                                    Ron Netzel 
 

Leader: How can we be so blind, and yet see so acutely at the same time? 

 

People: We are quick to note the dark acts of others, yet slow to recognize the evil 

    in our own thoughts and the stains on our hands.   

   

Leader: O, for eyes that will see and honor the good in others! 

 

People: O, for hearts that loathe the blinding evil of indwelling sin! 

 

Leader: Come, let us turn to the fount of mercy, whose love heals our blindness,          
and whose righteousness transforms our condemning hearts into instruments         
of peace. 

 
 

Prayer of Confession       
 
Assurance of Pardon  (Colossians 1:21-22)                                                                                                       

 
Leader: And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 

now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and 
blameless and irreproachable before him. 

 
 

* Song of Acclamation   Holy, Holy, Holy Lord     (Please stand.)             Franz Schubert 
    

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might;  
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory,  
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
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*  Apostles’ Creed      
  

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead and buried; 
 He descended into hell, 
 the third day He rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of  
 God the Father Almighty;  
 from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* Church; 
   The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
   the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

                                           * universal 

 * Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 
 
  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 

 
       

Offering and Offertory: I Shall Not Want                  Audrey Assad
                                                            Eric Durbin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diaconal Prayer                        Dee Netzel 

 
Children’s  Message   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the love of my own comfort 
From the fear of having nothing 
From a life of worldly passions 
Deliver me O God 
 
From the need to be understood 
And from a need to be accepted 
From the fear of being lonely 
Deliver me O God 
 
And I shall not want, no, I shall not want 
When I taste Your goodness, I shall not want 
 

From the fear of serving others 
And from the fear of death or trial 
From the fear of humility 
Deliver me O God 
 
And I shall not want, no, I shall not want 
When I taste Your goodness I shall not want 
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* Hymn: My Hope Is in the Lord                       Hymn 523
  
 
 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 

   
 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 

 

Reader: Priscilla Heidebrecht 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Daniel 4:28-37 
  

28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later, as the king 
was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 he said, “Is not this the 
great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the 
glory of my majesty?” 
 
31 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is 
decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from 
you. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;  
you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives 
them to anyone he wishes.” 
 
33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was 
driven away from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the 
dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the 
claws of a bird. 34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward 
heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and 
glorified him who lives forever. 
 

His dominion is an eternal dominion; 
    his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
35 All the peoples of the earth 
    are regarded as nothing. 
He does as he pleases 
    with the powers of heaven 
    and the peoples of the earth. 
No one can hold back his hand 
    or say to him: “What have you done?” 
 

36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were       
returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, 
and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before. 37 Now I,  
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because every-
thing he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is 
able to humble. 
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* New Testament Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
 
22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified:         
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
human strength.  

 
* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Meditation: The Most Powerful Ruler        
 

 

 Sacrament of Communion 
 

(Times of singing and silence.) 
 

(Communion music is found in the Communion song book, unless other wise noted.) 
 

Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery  page 10 
Behold the Lamb  page  6 
Jesus Lives and So Shall I   page 27 
 

 
 
 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Hymn: Amazing Grace                            

 
 

 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. 
 I once was lost but now I’m found, was blind but now I see. 
 
 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
 We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 
 

 

*  Benediction     
    
* Postlude 
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 Prayers during Communion 
  

Prayer to begin a new life in Christ 
  
Dear God, I recognize Jesus came to earth to die on the cross for the sins of your people.            
I want to recognize now that he came to earth to die for my sins. I confess that I am a sinner 
in need of your grace and the saving blood of Christ. Please forgive me of my sins through 
the perfect sacrifice of your Son who died in my place. Jesus, come into my heart and 
change me from the inside out. Help me to truly repent from my previous way of living 
without you, and help me to surrender to your rule over my life as my Savior and Lord.  
Thank you for your Spirit that reveals to me the new life that I have in Christ and empowers 
me to walk in obedience to your truth and will for me. Amen. 
  
Prayer for those struggling with sin 
  
Merciful God, I am thankful that as your child I am not defined by my sin. Help me to walk 
in obedience to you in all areas of my life. Forgive me for the particular area(s) where I still 
succumb to temptation and disobey you. Help me to remember that in every area where I 
am tempted, your word promises that you will provide a way out of those temptations. Fill 
me with your Spirit, which working in me can do what I cannot do on my own.  Help me to 
walk in obedience to your commands and also delight in them and your guiding words of 
truth. Please give me the courage to reach out to others in the body of Christ for strength 
and  support when  I am especially vulnerable.  Amen. 
 
Prayer for those wrestling with doubts and fears 
  
Gracious God, even as your child I wrestle with the fact that your will for me is perfect and 
that you will supply all of my needs. Help me to set my mind on the truths of your word, 
and guard my heart when the enemy clouds my mind and heart with fear and doubt. Help 
me to rest in the peace and security of being your child, and by your Spirit testify with my 
spirit that I am yours when feelings tell me otherwise.  Remind me of your love and delight 
in me as your child. Amen. 
  
Prayer for those seeking freedom from their past 
  
Almighty God, you have the power to set us free from the sins and entanglements of our 
past. Release me from the shackles of my past that I carry that you have released me from.  
Forgive me for holding my past against me in the ways that you do not, and enable me to 
grasp what it is for you to see me in the perfect righteousness of your Son, both now and 
forever.  May your Spirit, the Spirit of liberty, liberate me from any thought or feeling that 
belies the fact that I am completely forgiven, or free to live the new life in Christ I have as 
your new creation.  Amen.
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 Today 
 
 

 Thanks to our musicians: Mary Hopper, John Zimmerman, Seth Ehorn, Vic Mala, 
Jack Durbin, Eric Durbin 

      NO Food Pantry today 
      NO Youth Group tonight  
 

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Food Pantry open 
 
   Wednesday    9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Mom Talk  
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FALL CHILDREN'S MINISTRY: We are preparing to start up our fall children's 
ministries on Sunday, Sept 11. We are still in need of the following volunteers: 
 
Nursery Volunteers (serve once a month) 
• 1 more volunteer for Worship hour 
• 3 more volunteers for SS hour 
 
Sunday School Teachers and Assistants (serve every 3 weeks) 
• 1 more teacher for 3rd-5th Grade 
• 3 more assistants for PreK/K and 1st/2nd Grade (no prep!) 
 
Please email or talk with Annika ASAP if you are able and willing to join our 
children's ministry team this year! 
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