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June 19, 2022 

Summer Sermon Series 
 

“Great Stories, a Greater Savior” 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 

Romans 12: Thinking Through Series 
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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude: He Leadeth Me, Inspired by Liszt’s “Un Sospiro”                            Lopez
 Nimrod, from Enigma Variations       Elgar 
 
 Church Family News             Annette LaPlaca 
                          
Preparation for Worship: Christ, We Do All Adore Thee                          Dubois     

                                                Choral Introit 
* Call to Worship   (Please stand.)                        

 
Pastor: Come, let us worship the Lord. 
 
All: Together we will praise our Creator, who does all things well. 
 
Pastor: His name is Mighty God; his works are a marvel to us. 
 
All: Therefore let us recount his deeds with great joy. 
  Praise the Lord. 

 
* Invocation  
 
* Opening Hymn: Of the Father’s Love Begotten                       Hymn 162 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love            
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip            
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 

  *  Congregation stands. 



3 

 

WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 

 
Call to Confession                            Sheroll Ritchie

        
Leader:  Those who encountered the true and living God in Scriptures were over-

whelmed with a sense of his majesty and glory, and their own sinfulness.         
As we encounter the true and living God today, let us together ask for his      
forgiveness as we consider his character in light of our own. 

 
Leader: Holy and strong One, 
People: Forgive our weakness. 
 
Leader: Holy and Wise One, 
People: Forgive our foolishness. 
 
Leader: Holy and loving One, 
People: Forgive our hardness. 
 
Leader: Holy and generous One, 
People: Forgive our selfishness. 
 
Leader: Holy and faithful One, 
People:  Forgive our fickleness. 
 
Leader: Holy and gentle One, 
People: Forgive our toughness. 
 
All: Forgive us, Holy One, forgive. 

Adapted from The Open Gate 
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Song of Confession: Kyrie           Keith Getty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon   
 

Leader:  Hear the comforting word of the Scriptures to all who truly repent. As far         
 as the East is from the West so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  
 If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous. 
 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 

 
 
 



5 

 

* Acclamation   
 
All:  Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 

strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen! 
 

 * Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 

 Reception of New Members 
 

    
Children’s  Blessing                    

  

(Children 3 years through 2nd grade are dismissed to continue their worship downstairs.) 
 
 
 

  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 
 

Offering and Offertory: A Canon of Praise    W. A. Mozart 
Immanuel Choir 

Make a joyful noise to God, all ye lands. 
Serve with gladness; 
Draw to God with a joyful heart. 
Come before God’s presence with singing; 
Into his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with praise. 

 
* Doxology 
   

All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 
Intercessory Prayer                            Steve Westfall 
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* Hymn: Beautiful Savior               Stuart Townend 
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
   

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: Priscilla, Annika, Lynnea Witte 
 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Psalm 21 
 
1 The king rejoices in your strength, Lord. 
    How great is his joy in the victories you give! 
2 You have granted him his heart’s desire 
    and have not withheld the request of his lips. 
3 You came to greet him with rich blessings 
    and placed a crown of pure gold on his head. 
4 He asked you for life, and you gave it to him— 
    length of days, for ever and ever. 
5 Through the victories you gave, his glory is great; 
    you have bestowed on him splendor and majesty. 
6 Surely you have granted him unending blessings 
    and made him glad with the joy of your presence. 
7 For the king trusts in the Lord; 
    through the unfailing love of the Most High 
    he will not be shaken. 
8 Your hand will lay hold on all your enemies; 
    your right hand will seize your foes. 
9 When you appear for battle, 
    you will burn them up as in a blazing furnace. 
The Lord will swallow them up in his wrath, 
    and his fire will consume them. 
10 You will destroy their descendants from the earth, 
    their posterity from mankind. 
11 Though they plot evil against you 
    and devise wicked schemes, they cannot succeed. 
12 You will make them turn their backs 
    when you aim at them with drawn bow. 
13 Be exalted in your strength, Lord; 
    we will sing and praise your might. 
 

* New Testament Scripture: Romans 11:33 - 12:2 
 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
    and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?” 
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35 “Who has ever given to God, 
    that God should repay them?” 
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
    To him be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the  
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. NIV 

 
 

* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Sermon: Thinking Through Our Differences 
 
 
 
 

 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

*  Closing Hymn: We Are God’s People            Hymn 355 
 
* Benediction   
   
* Postlude 
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 Today 
 

 Thanks to our musicians: Mary Hopper, Alethea Funck, Immanuel Choir 
 
If you have concerns or are in need of prayer, elder Gaby Sosa 
(gabydesosa10@gmail.com) will be available to pray with you near                        
the platform after the service or during the week.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food Pantry open 
 
 5:00  - 7:00 p.m. College Fellowship at Bretsens’ 
  (502 W. Indiana St., Wheaton) 
  Let Cindy know if you are coming 
  (bretsen@sbcglobal.net) 
 
   6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
      Evening Mom Talk (narthex) 
 
This Week 

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Food Pantry open 

The education hour is back! Classes began this morning for all ages, children    
and teens, as well as adults. Nursery is available at 9:20. Classes for kids are in the      
lower level, while middle school and high school classes (separate) are upstairs in 
the Ministry House. Adults can attend a class taught by Mark Noll and Mary Hopper 
in the sanctuary or a class taught by Annie Rose in the lower level of the Ministry 
House. Everyone is invited! Try to come a bit early so teachers can begin right at 
9:30.   



10  

 

come to Immanuel from Fox Valley Presbyterian, where they were 
active members for over 30 years. John was raised Christian Reformed; Kathy was raised Meth-
odist. They both attending the Illinois Institute of Technology; John majored in computer science, 
Kathy in architecture. They should have never met except for both getting involved with Inter-
Varsity Christian Fellowship. Their  individual relationships with God blossomed, and their rela-
tionship started with that common experience. They celebrated their 40th anniversary this past 
June. They live in Geneva with their son, Nathanael. Their youngest son, Sean, lives and works 
in Holland, MI. Kathy works as a kitchen designer in the Geneva Home Depot. John is currently 
looking for a “third act” career.
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