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OCTOBER 29, 2023 

Reformation Sunday 
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The 5 Solas of the Reformation (solas, meaning “alones”) are five principles foundational to 
the doctrine of salvation that are the foundation of reformed theology. 

 

Sola Christus 
 

Prelude: A Mighty Fortress            Joel Raney 
 
Church Family News                 Annika Durbin 
 
Preparation for Worship: O Come, Let us Worship           Richard Shephard 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                                Youth Group 
 

Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn over all creation. 
For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 
all things have been created by him and for him. 
Christ is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. 
And Christ is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, 
so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Christ, 
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
        Colossians 1:15–20 

 

* Invocation                        Jim Wilhoit 

  *  Congregation stands. 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living God and 
celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love of                 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip children, 
youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the  gospel       
near and far in word and deed. 
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* Opening Hymn: In Christ Alone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

©2007 Kingsway, Thankyou Music, Used by Permission, CCLI #294262 
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Sola gratia 
 

Call to Confession                 Steve Westfall 
 

Leader:  We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our   
 weaknesses,  
 

All:  but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are,               
yet without sin.  

 

Leader:  Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness,  
 

All:  so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
Prayer of Confession 

 

Leader:  God of grace, we are reminded this morning that we are dust. 
You know our “dustiness,” our brokenness, our frailties. We bring them       
before you this morning, trusting in you to bring forgiveness and healing. 

 We confess that sometimes we simply don’t trust you with our lives, 
and the lives of those we love. 

Silence 
 

Leader:  We confess our unbelief of the promises in your Word 
that your grace really is sufficient for us. 

Silence 
 

Leader:  We confess our sins, the times we have willingly gone against your good will 
for our lives, choosing that which is wrong. 

Silence 
 

Leader:  We confess that there are times we ignore the promptings of your Spirit, 
and fail to do the good deeds you have prepared for us to do. 

 

Silence 
 

All:  Forgive us, Lord, and continue to shape us by your grace. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

  

Leader: God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us  even 
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one 
may boast.  Ephesians 2:4–9 
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Song of Acclamation: My Chains Are Gone   (Sing twice) 
 
 

Used by permission, CCLI #294262 
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Sola Fide 
 

Heidelberg Catechism  Q & A 21 
 

Q. What is true faith? 
 

A. True faith is not only a sure knowledge by which I hold as true 
 all that God has revealed to us in Scripture; 
 it is also a wholehearted trust, 
 which the Holy Spirit creates in me by the gospel, 
 that God has freely granted, not only to others but to me also, 
 forgiveness of sins, eternal righteousness, and salvation. 
 These are gifts of sheer grace, granted solely by Christ’s merit. 

 
* Passing of the Peace     
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:     And also with you.  

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 

 Offertory: One Faith, One Hope, One Lord                                               Craig Courtney 
 

One Faith, one Hope, one Lord,  

One church for which He died. 

One voice, one song we lift in praise to Him 

who was and is and shall be evermore. 

Though we be many people, diverse with various gifts, 

We are given to each another for the unity of faith, 

that we grow in the knowledge of the Son of God, 

In the fullness of Christ. 
 

* Doxology                        Hymn 731  

                          

All: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Children’s Blessing                Rachel Ehorn 
 

(Children 3 years through 5th grade go downstairs to continue their worship.) 
 

Intercessory Prayer                        Sarah Holman 

Sola Scriptura 
 

* Hymn: Blessed Jesus at Your Word         Hymn 303 
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Prayer for Illumination  (inspired by Psalm 119)       Jim Wilhoit 
 

Leader:  O God, you are righteous. 
All:   Transform us by your Word! 
 
Leader:   Your judgments are upright. 
All:   Transform us by your Word! 
 
Leader:  Your precepts are unforgettable. 
All:  Transform us by your Word! 
 
Leader:  Give us understanding and we will live. 
All:  Re-form us, reconcile us, transform us by your Word! 
 
Leader:  O Still-speaking God, 
  throughout history and the wide world 
  you have gathered people around your Word 
  to instruct and inspire. 
  We give thanks for all who have received your vision 
  and shaped diverse and faithful communities 
  to follow in your Way. 
 
All:  Continue to open that vision to us, 
  that we may become transformed 
  by the renewing of your Word in our hearts. 
  Enable us to grow in love and understanding for each other. 
  Create in us, O God, clean hearts and minds; 
  let us join with you in your suffering and your triumph. 
  We desire to be your children and 
  we claim these blessings in your name. Amen. 

 
Reader: Linda Robinson 

(Please stand for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

* Old Testament Readings 
 

Psalm 46 
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 
    a very present  help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 
    though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
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5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
    God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6 The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms totter; 
    he utters his voice; the earth melts. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
8 Come, behold the works of the Lord; 
    see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
    he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
    he burns the shields with fire. 
10 “Be still, and know that I am God! 
    I am exalted among the nations; 
    I am exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our refuge.    

 
  John 1:10-14  
 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world          
did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own,  and his own people did not accept 
him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. NRSV  

 
 
 Sermon: His Kingdom Is Forever          Mark Noll 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
* Closing Hymn A Mighty Fortress (verse 3 choir only)           Hymn 92 
 
* Benediction 
 
* Postlude: Celebration Fanfare              Charles Callahan 
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 Today 
 
 Thanks to our musicians: Mary Hopper, Beth Bauer, Alethea Funck, Immanuel Choir, 

Immanuel Brass 
 
 

 
Special thanks to Mark Noll, opening God’s Word for us while Pastor George and 
Susan are attending an EPC pastor’s conference. Mark is retired as a history profes-
sor, first at Wheaton and then at Notre Dame. He and Maggie have been part of this 
church family for more than four decades.   

 
 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Food Pantry open 
 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. College students are invited to the Bretsen home  
  (502 W. Indiana St., Wheaton, IL 60187) for a chili supper and  
  pumpkin carving  RSVP to 630-396-1534) 

     

 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group  Costume Party, with dinner 
     
  
 This Week 

 

 If you know of someone you'd like to see serving as an elder or 
a deacon, ask if he or she is willing to be nominated. If you get a yes, fill out the form 
and submit it (or contact Bill France, chair of the Nominating Committee) by Novem-
ber 5. The nominees watch a series of “Learning for Serving” videos while they   
continue to consider moving forward. Eventually nominees will meet with elders     
before confirming nominations. Nominated officers are voted on at the annual church      
meeting in early February.  
 
How to reach Jill: If you have questions or want to volunteer to help,                       
you can contact our new food pantry coordinator, Jill Personius, at  
IPCPantry@neighborhoodfp.org. You can also leave her a text at 940-453-1777. 
 
Membership Class: Speak with Annette if you are interested in learning more about 
Immanuel. We hope to have a one-time class in November. 
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The Luther Rose 
 
The pulpit banner before you is a recreation of the seal that Martin Luther designed for 
his personal coat of arms. 
 
Luther, a priest and professor in Wittenberg, Germany, had come to believe, through 
his study of the Psalms and Paul’s Epistles, that salvation came from faith in Christ 
alone, a free gift. When a Catholic official came into Luther’s region selling indul-
gences (purchasing penance for sin with money), Luther was outraged. He nailed the 
Ninety-Five Theses (protesting this matter and others) to the church door on October 
31, 1517—the event we celebrate today as Reformation Sunday. The devotion of     
Luther, John Calvin, and others to the authority of Scripture, salvation through faith, 
and the individual’s access to God through Christ led to a separation from the Roman 
Catholic Church and the beginning of Protestantism. 
 
In Luther’s seal, the cross is black to represent the mortification Christ suffered for us, 
and the heart red for his shed blood. The white Messianic rose symbolized the joy of 
faith. The blue background represents the joy of heaven, and the ring of gold stands 
for eternal blessedness in Christ. 
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