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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
Prelude: Concerto for Clarinet, Adagio                              W. A. Mozart
                  Howard Whitaker, John Zimmerman                                             
 
Church Family News                   Mary Hopper 
 
Preparation for Worship 

                                                       
* Call to Worship    

 
Pastor: How great and glorious is our God! 
 
All: From hour to hour, from day to day, our lives ought to overflow with 

 praise and gratitude. 
 
Pastor: He creates beauty out of the dust of our fallen natures. 
 
All: Out of the ashes of our failures he brings forth meaning and purpose. 
 
Pastor: He exalts the humble and enriches the poor. 
 
All: He transforms our weaknesses into channels of his strength. 
 
Pastor: Our emptiness becomes a vessel for his fullness, our spiritual poverty the basis 

 for his eternal grace. 
 
All: How great and glorious is our God! 
 

* Invocation 

    *  Congregation stands. 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip chil-
dren, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim          
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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* Opening Song: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing    
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 WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
        

Call to Confession                 Leon Sinclair     
 

Leader: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, 
making wise the simple; 

 
People: the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of 

the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
 
Leader: the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true 

and righteous altogether. 
 
People: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold, sweeter also than 

honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 
Leader: Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
People: But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 
 
Leader: Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion 

over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 
 
All:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to 

you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
 

Song of Confession: Take, O Take Me as I Am 
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 Prayer of Confession 
 
 Assurance of Pardon  

 
Leader: God who speaks his holy law to you and hears our confession also  

    promises his forgiveness. There is no promise he won’t keep. 
 
* Acclamation  (Please stand)   
  

All: To him who loves us, who leads and feeds us, the Great Shepherd of the 
  sheep, to him be glory and honor and praise throughout all generations. 
  Amen. 
 
* Passing of the Peace   
  

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 
 

Special Music: He’s Always Been Faithful                    Sara Groves
                                       Lauren Mathues 

 
Children’s Blessing  
            

(Children remain seated during the Children’s Blessing,  
then will be led to their children’s worship space.) 

 
 
 

WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
    

Intercessory Prayer                     Dan Balzer 
 

Morning by morning, I wake up to find 
The power and comfort of God’s hand in mine 
Season by season, I watch Him, amazed 
In awe of the mystery of His perfect ways 
All I have need of, His hand will provide 
He’s always been faithful to me 
 
I can’t remember a trial or a pain 
He did not recycle to bring me gain 
I can’t remember one single regret 
In serving God only and trusting His hand 
All I have need of, His hand will provide 
He’s always been faithful to me 

This is my anthem, this is my song 
The theme of the stories I’ve heard for so long 
God has been faithful, He will be again 
His loving compassion, it knows no end 
All I have need of, His hand will provide 
He’s always 
He’s always been faithful 
He’s always been faithful to me 
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* Hymn: I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art 
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WE  HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 
 

Readers: Mel and Heather Reyes 
 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Jeremiah 31:7-9 
 
7 This is what the Lord says: 
 
“Sing with joy for Jacob; 
    shout for the foremost of the nations. 
Make your praises heard, and say, 
    ‘Lord, save your people, 
    the remnant of Israel.’ 
8 See, I will bring them from the land of the north 
    and gather them from the ends of the earth. 
Among them will be the blind and the lame, 
    expectant mothers and women in labor; 
    a great throng will return. 
9 They will come with weeping; 
    they will pray as I bring them back. 
I will lead them beside streams of water 
    on a level path where they will not stumble, 
because I am Israel’s father, 
    and Ephraim is my firstborn son. 
 

 
* New Testament Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 
 16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconcilition: 19 that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin 

for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. NIV 
 

*  Congregational Response 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
    Sermon: The Message of Reconciliation 
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  WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Hymn: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us               Stuart Townend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10  

 

* Benediction 
 
* Postlude 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Today 

 
If you have concerns or are in need of prayer, Sheroll Ritchie will be available at the front 
following the service. 
 

   

 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food pantry open 
 
 5:00  - 7:00 p.m. College Fellowship at the Netzels’ home. Dinner is  
    provided (1616 E. Hawthorne Blvd., Wheaton). Let them 
    know you are coming (630-260-8404).  
 
 6:00  - 8:00 p. m. Youth Group Fall Party at the Ministry House.               

   Wear a costume. 

    7:00 p.m.  Adult Ed Theology 101, wrapping up on the themes of sin 
   and salvation. (Zoom)  

 This Week   
 

Tuesday  9:30 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 
 
  11:00  a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Food Pantry  
 
  7:00 p.m.  Men’s Book Group 
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In Immanuel and Beyond 
 

Cider and Doughnuts with Luther, Reformation Sunday, October 31: Plan to come 
at 9:45 a.m. for fellowship before worship. 
 
There will be no Adult Ed on Reformation Sunday.  
 
Adult Ed resumes November 7: A class on the “History of African American Christiani-
ty” will trace the history of Christianity among African Americans from when captured 
Africans first became slaves in the American colonies to how Black Christians respond 
to present-day debates over Black Lives Matter, Critical Race Theory, and related ques-
tions. Emphases of the class include scene-setting for what enslavement and then racial 
segregation meant for Black churches, biographical treatment of important Black believ-
ers who deserve to be better known, and theological emphases that both resemble and 
are very different from White evangelical emphases. Teacher Mark Noll is retired as a 
history professor first at Wheaton College and then at the University of Notre Dame. He 
and Maggie have been members of Immanuel (with one intervening sabbatical) for more 
than forty years. 
 
Narthex art work: The wool art pieces in the narthex were created by textile artist Linda 
Lowe Oren, who taught art at Wheaton College for many years. These six pieces were 
purchased by John Walford and are a gift to Immanuel from the Walford family.  
 
Autumn Colors Cross Quilt: The beautiful quilt in the narthex is the culmination of a 
project conceived and begun by Dottye Luttrell. Dottye and her daughter, Jennifer Luttrell 
Jordan, pieced the quilt as a new banner for Immanuel. Carol Wilhoit finished the quilt. 
Special thanks to Dottye, Jennifer, and Carol. 
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