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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
Prelude: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms            John Zimmerman 
                                                   
Church Family News           Annette LaPlaca 
 
Preparation for Worship: Holy and Mighty               Pepper Choplin   

                                                 Men’s Choir        
* Call to Worship    

 
Pastor: O God, your name be praised, for in Jesus Christ you come to visit and redeem 

your people. 
 
All: Help us to understand Christ’s rule, strongest among the exiled, among the 

victims, among the hurt and mourning. 
 
Pastor: Help us to understand Christ’s triumph revealed when love speaks the healing 

and freeing word. Help us to understand glory revealed on a cross. 
 
All: Then may we sing with full joy, Rejoice! Rejoice! Blessed is Emmanuel who 

comes in God’s name to ransom our captive hearts. 
 

* Invocation 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip chil-
dren, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim          
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 

    *  Congregation stands. 
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* Opening Song: Come, All You People     
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 WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
        

Call to Confession                   Alva Steffler 

 
Leader:  The psalmist testifies: Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell  
  what he has done for me. 
 
People: If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 
 
Leader: But truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my prayer. 
 
People: Praise be to God, because he has not rejected my prayer 
  or removed his steadfast love from me. 
 
Leader: In the strength of this assurance, let us confess our sins to God. 

                                   based on Psalm 66:16, 18-20, NRSV from The Worship Sourcebook 

 

Song of Confession: Take, O Take Me As I Am 
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 Prayer of Confession 
 
 Assurance of Pardon (from Isaiah 53) 
 

Leader: Receive God’s forgiveness through our Lord Jesus Christ: He has taken        
  up your infirmities and carried your sorrows. He was pierced for your         
  transgressions and crushed for your iniquities; upon him was the punishment 
  that brings you peace and by his wounds you are healed. Amen.  

 
* Acclamation  (Please stand)   
  

All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and         
  wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise. Amen. 
 
* Passing of the Peace   
  

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 
 

Special Music: O How He Loves You and Me                  Kurt Kaiser    
Men’s Choir 

 
Children’s Blessing  
            

(Children remain seated during the Children’s Blessing,  
then will be led to their children’s worship space.) 

 
 
 

WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
    

Intercessory Prayer                 Carl Pickard 
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* Hymn: O Love of God, How Strong and True          Kurt Kaiser 
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WE  HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 
 

Reader: Stu Johnson 
 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Psalm 91:9-16 
 
9 If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” 
    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 
10 no harm will overtake you, 
    no disaster will come near your tent. 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you in all your ways; 
12 they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 
    you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 
14 “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; 
    I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 
15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; 
    I will be with him in trouble, 
    I will deliver him and honor him. 
16 With long life I will satisfy him 
    and show him my salvation.” 
 

* New Testament Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:11-15 
 

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we 
are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying 
to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in 
us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is 
in the heart. 13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our 
right mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that 
one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 
again. NIV 
 

*  Congregational Response 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
    Sermon: Governed by Christ’s Love 
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  WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Hymn: What Wondrous Love Is This? 
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* Benediction 
 
* Postlude 
     
 
 
 
 Today 

 
If you have concerns or are in need of prayer, Ron Netzel will be available at the front 
following the service. 
 

   

 
 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food pantry open 
 
 6:00  - 8:00 p. m. Youth Group at the Ministry House. Bring a lawn chair. 

    7:00 p.m.  Adult Ed Theology 101, focusing on the themes of sin 
   and salvation. (Zoom)  

 This Week   
 

Tuesday   11:00  a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Food Pantry  
 
Wednesday   9:30 - 11:00 a.m. Mom Talk (no childcare this week) 
  
. 
 
In Immanuel and Beyond 
 
Giving Update: While giving-to-date through the end of September was about 6% below 
our goal, October giving in the first two weeks alone surpassed all of September! Strong 
giving through the last quarter will ensure that as we approach 2022, we will be in a good 
position to face rising prices in some areas and the resumption of spending in others as   
activity picks up following COVID and the Renovation project.   
 
Reformation Sunday, October 31: Plan to come at 9:45 a.m. for fellowship before     
worship, with cider and doughnuts. 
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Autumn Colors Cross Quilt 
 
The beautiful quilt in the narthex is the culmination of a project conceived and begun by 
Dottye Luttrell before she had the serious stroke that has left her so disabled and in nurs-
ing care. Dottye and her daughter, Jennifer Luttrell Jordan, pieced the quilt as a new 
banner for Immanuel. The Luttrell family asked Carol Wilhoit to finish the quilt to coordi-
nate with autumn and the end of building renovations. Special thanks to Dottye, Jennifer, 
and Carol. 
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