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Lent 2023 



2  

 

  *  Congregation stands. 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living God and 
celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love of                 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip children, 
youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the  gospel       
near and far in word and deed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude: God, My King, Thy Might Confessing        John Zimmerman 
  Am I a Soldier of the Cross? 
   

“Am I a soldier of the cross, 
 A foll’wer of the Lamb, 
 And shall I fear to own his cause, 
 Or blush to speak his name?” 
 

 Church Family News          Annette LaPlaca 
                          

 Preparation for Worship: Wondrous King, All Glorious  
 

Wondrous King, all-glorious, 
sov’reign Lord victorious, 
oh, receive our praise with favor! 
From thee welled God’s kindness 
tho’ we in our blindness 
strayed from thee, our blessed Savior. 
Strengthen thou, help us now: 
let our tongues be singing, 
thee our praises bringing.  
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* Call to Worship                       

 

Leader:  We gather in the presence of God, through whom all families on  earth receive 
their life and their name. 

 

All:  We wish to be strengthened in our inner selves, that Christ may dwell in our 
hearts. 

 

Leader:  We seek to be rooted and grounded in God’s love and in the love of Christ, 
which surpasses understanding. 

 

All:  We come to worship and to praise the source of love and peace. Glory be to 
God in the church and in Jesus Christ to all generations forever and ever. 
Amen.  

 

* Invocation  
 
* Opening Hymn: We Come, O Christ to You           Hymn 181

  
 
WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

Call to Confession           Bill France 
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Hymn of Confession: O Lamb of God Most Holy! (verse 1)           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon    

    
Leader: Hear the comforting word of the Scriptures to all who truly repent. As far as 

the East is from the West so far does he remove our transgressions from us.        
If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the         
righteous. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 
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* Song of Acclamation  (Please stand)                       Hymn 735 
  

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it  
 was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
 Amen, amen. 
  

 * Passing of the Peace  

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:      And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 

 
  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 
 Offering and Offertory: Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said      arr. Howard Helvey
                  Immanuel Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* Doxology                           Hymn 732 

 
All:  Praise God from whom all blessing flow; 

Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Blessing  

                   

(Children 3 years through 5th grade go downstairs to continue their worship.) 
 

Intercessory Prayer                                 Steve Westfall 
 
 

Take up your cross, the Savior said, 
if you would my disciple be; 
take up your cross with willing heart, 
and humbly follow after me. 
 
Take up your cross, let not its weight 
fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
Christ’s strength shall bear your spirit up 
and brace your heart, and nerve your arm. 
 
Take up your cross, heed not the shame, 
and let your foolish heart be still; 
the Lord for you accepted death 
upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill. 

Take up your cross, then in his strength,  
and calmly every danger brave: 
it guides you to abundant life 
and leads to victory o’er the grave. 
 
Take up your cross, and follow Christ, 
nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only those who bear the cross 
may hope to wear the glorious crown. 
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* Hymn: Yet Not I but through Christ in Me                       
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 

   
 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 

 

Readers: Witte Family 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Psalm 114 
 
1 When Israel came out of Egypt, 
    Jacob from a people of foreign tongue, 
2 Judah became God’s sanctuary, 
    Israel his dominion. 
3 The sea looked and fled, 
    the Jordan turned back; 
4 the mountains leaped like rams, 
    the hills like lambs. 
5 Why was it, sea, that you fled? 
    Why, Jordan, did you turn back? 
6 Why, mountains, did you leap like rams, 
    you hills, like lambs? 
7 Tremble, earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
    at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8 who turned the rock into a pool, 
    the hard rock into springs of water. 
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* New Testament Scripture:  Ephesians 1:15-22 
 
15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for     
all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my  
prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray 
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 
strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And 
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church. NIV 

 
* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon: The Object of Our Heavenly Bliss 
 
 

 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

*  Closing Hymn: Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder                         Hymn 172                
 
* Benediction   
  
* Postlude 
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 Today 
 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food Pantry open 
 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 
Sign up today for Symbolic Seder Supper on Thursday, April 6, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
This Week 

More coffee helpers are needed for Sunday mornings. If you can take a turn, 
please contact Joy Hudson.  
 
Communion set-up:  If you would be interested in helping with Communion set-up, 
please contact Becky Eggimann (becky.eggimann@wheaton.edu) 
 
Holy Week schedule:  
 
 Seder supper          Thursday, April 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
 Tenebrae service         Good Friday, April 7, 7:00 p.m. 

Kari Jobe in concert: You can support Outreach Warrenville (WYFS) and enjoy  
the music all in one night: Saturday, April 22, at Willow Creek in Barrington. See the 
link in the IPC Newletter.
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