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June 19, 2022 

Summer Sermon Series 
 

“Great Stories, a Greater Savior” 

JULY 9, 2023 

The Parables of Jesus 
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  *  Congregation stands. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Gathering Music                                     Hymn Requests           
 
Church Family News            Annette LaPlaca 
                          

 Preparation for Worship                
      
* Call to Worship                       

 
Pastor:  Let us worship God.  “He is our refuge and our fortress, 
  our God, whom we trust.” 
 
People: Let us confess with our mouths, “Jesus is Lord,” 
  and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead. 
 
Pastor: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
All: Let us call upon our true God, believing him in our hearts, 
  confessing him with our mouths, worshiping him in spirit  
  and in truth. 

                                    Based on Psalm 91:2; Romans 10:9, 13 

* Invocation  
 
* Opening Hymn: Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven                        Hymn 76 
 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love            
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip            
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 

 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim 
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 



4  

 

WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

Call to Confession                                    Ron Netzel
     

Pastor:  God’s Word assures us: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
  and the truth is not in us. 
 

All:  If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our 
  sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Pastor:  If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father,  
  Jesus Christ the righteous. 
 

All:  And he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
 for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Pastor:  In the strength of this assurance, let us confess our sins to God. 

                                            Based on I John 1:8-9; 2:1-2 NRSV 

 

Song of Confession: Shine on Me  (Verse 1) 
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Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon     

 

Leader: The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds. 
  The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 

* Song of Acclamation (Gloria Patri)           Hymn 735
  

All:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it  
  was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
 Amen, amen. 
 

* Passing of the Peace     
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:     And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
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Stephen Ministers Commissioning 

 

Charge to Stephen Leader: 

 

 

Bev, you have been trained and asked to serve as a Stephen leader at Immanuel, a gift of 

God to lead us in this ministry of equipping and caring. 

 

Because of your gifts, and training, we charge  you with responsibility to build awareness 

of Stephen Ministry; to help recruit, select, and train Stephen Ministers; and then enrich 

the training and ongoing supervision of Stephen Ministers; and to work with church      

officers to identify those who would benefit from confidential caring ministry and        

appropriately assign trained caregivers.  

 

If you will assume this ministry in confidence that it comes from God, committing to use 

your skills to support, encourage, build up, and help people in their needs, respond by  

saying, “Yes, with the help of God.” 

 

Stephen Leader: “Yes, with the help of God.” 

 

Charge to Congregation: 

 

Members of Immanuel, will you open your hearts to the ministry of this Stephen Leader 

and pray for Bev as a servant of God: If so, answer, “Yes, with the help of God.”  

 

Members:  “Yes, with the help of God.” 
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Charge to Stephen Ministers: 

 

As each of you has been comforted by the good news of Christ’s life, death, and                 

resurrection, we ask you to join in serving others who need to be comforted.  

 

As the Lord Jesus took the burdens of the world on his shoulders, we ask you to be         

responsive to the needs of others, being a friend to those who are burdened. 

 

As the Father patiently listens to us, we ask you to be a patient listener in a             

hurried world. 

 

As the Holy Spirit has given you gifts for service, we ask you to use your skills and            

talents to help those you serve and to pray for them, sharing your faith and hope in God. 

 

We ask you to help this congregation grow as a caring community through your       

caring ministry. 

 

If you are willing to accept these requests, respond to the following with “Yes, with the 

help of  God.” Will you nurture the skills you have learned and use them to support,          

encourage, build up, and comfort others, as a ministry of Immanuel? 

 

Stephen Ministers: “Yes, with the help of God.” 

 

Charge to Congregation: 

 

Members of Immanuel, will you open your hearts to the ministry of these  

Stephen Ministers and pray that they may be effective servants of Christ? Will you accept 

their ministry when you need help, allowing them to support and help you as you face 

struggles?  If so, answer, “Yes, with the help of God.”  

 

 

Members: “Yes, with the help of God.” 
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  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 

 Offering and Offertory: Hear My Voice                                    Vaclav Nelhybel             
Sylvia Holman      

 
Hear My voice, O God, in my prayer 
Hear my cry. 
O God, attend to my prayer, 
Hear my voice. 
From the end of the earth will I cry unto Thee 
When my heart is overwhelmed. 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.  

 
 
 
 
* Doxology                                                  Howard Whitaker   
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Chorus: Tell Me the Stories of Jesus                      (Children come forward.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parable Reading              John Schuurman 

 

(Children ages 3 through 1st grade are dismissed to go downstairs.) 
 
 

Intercessory Prayer              Sheroll Ritchie 
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* Hymn: Lord, Make Us Servants       
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 

    
 Old Testament Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:4-15 

 
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I 
give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when 
you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write 
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

10 When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, 
Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not 

11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did 
not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are 
satisfied, 12 be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, 
out of the land of slavery. 

13 Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 14 Do not  
follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 15 for the Lord your God, who is 
among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and he will destroy you 
from the face of the land. 
 

* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
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 New Testament Scripture: Luke 16:19-31 
 

19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every 
day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat 
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
 
22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side.        
The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up 
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abra-
ham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 
 
25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, 
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who 
want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 
 
27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five     
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 
 
29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 
 
30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will       
repent.’31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” NIV 

 
 
Sermon: The Rich Man and Lazarus                                 Ron Haydon 
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WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

 

*  Closing Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory (Verses 1 & 4)   
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* Sending Prayer for Youth Mission Trip 
 
* Benediction   
  
* Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 Today 
 
 Thanks to our musicians: Mary Hopper, John Zimmerman, Sylvia Holman 
 
 If you would like someone to pray with you after the service, elder Sheroll Ritchie will be         

available near the platform. 

Special thanks to Ron Haydon for opening God’s Word for us today. Though in past years, 
Prof. Haydon taught biblical studies and Hebrew at the college level, these days Ron is teach-
ing Bible and Christian Thought to high schoolers at Naperville Christian Academy, where he 
also serves as chaplain, organizing chapel worship services and providing spiritual support. 
Ron and Julie and their son, Graham, are long-term members of Immanuel. Ron has served as 
an elder, as chair of adult ed, and as a coffee preparer. Currently he is serving as a deacon. 

Food Pantry open 
 

3:30 p.m. Wedding shower for Bella Anderson  
 in the Ministry House.  

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group  (Game Night) 
 
 
 

This Week 

Thursday       6:30 p.m.        Softball game 

        7:00 - 9:00 p.m.    Bible Study at Terra’s  
  

 
In Immanuel and Beyond 

  

Sundays   9:30 a.m. Book of Acts read aloud 
 

July 15-21 High School Mission Trip to Mexico 
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