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July 3, 2022 JULY 3,, 2022 

Summer Sermon Series 
Great Stories, a Greater Savior 
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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude                    Mary Hopper 
                          
 Church Family News            Annette LaPlaca 
   
Preparation for Worship  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love            
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip            
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the        
gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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* Call to Worship            
 
Pastor: Christ is the mediator of a new covenant. Since he has died for our sins, those 

 who are called may receive the eternal inheritance promised them. 
 
All: The Lord remembers his covenant forever. 
 
Pastor: Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
All: Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
All: God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all; with Christ he 

will surely give us all things that we may glorify him. Praise the Lord. 
 
  

* Invocation    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  *  Congregation stands. 
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* Opening Hymn: Behold Our God            Baird/Altrogge 
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WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 

 

Call to Confession                        Dan Balzer 
 

Leader:   We come to you, Lord, for you alone can heal and restore us. 
 

All:   We are not able to heal ourselves, 
 

Leader:   We are not able to forgive ourselves, 
 

All:   We are not able to restore ourselves, 
 

Leader:   We are not able to sanctify ourselves, 
 

All:   We are not able to satisfy ourselves. 
 

Leader:   We come to you, Lord, for you alone can make us whole. 
 
Leader:   Lord of light, enter our past, dispel the works of darkness, 
 

All:   Destroy the deeds of evil, defeat the thoughts of darkness. 
 

Leader:   Enter the recording room of our memories, 
 

All:   Enter the dark room of guilt and shame, 
 

Leader:   Enter the secret room of sins hidden or forgotten. 
 

All:    Come, Lord of Light, and forgive.   
         Come, Lord of Love, and set us free.   
         Come and scatter our darkness. 
          Come, draw us closer to You. 
                (adapted from “The Open Gate” by David Adam) 
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Prayer of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon   
 

Leader: The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the  
   world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we, 
   free from sins, might live for righteousness; by his wounds we have been healed.  
 

* Song of Acclamation   Holy, Holy, Holy Lord     (Please stand.)                 Franz Schubert 
    

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might;  
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory,  
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 

*  Nicene Creed  
   

All:  We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us and for our salvation 
 came down from heaven, 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered and was buried; 
 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
 and ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
 and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; 
 whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;   

     and we look for the resurrection of the dead;     
     and the life of the world to come.  Amen 
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 * Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 

 
  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 

 

Offering and Offertory: Deep River               traditional spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan
                                           Chris Gilmore
  

Deep river, 
My home is over Jordan. 
Deep river, Lord, 
I want to cross over into campground. 
Oh, don’t you want to go to that gospel feast, 
That promised land where all is peace.  

 
 
Diaconal Prayer                       Amy Treier 
 
Children’s Message                                        

 

(Children 3 years through 2nd grade may return to their seats.) 

 
  Reading from The Pilgrim’s Progress                  Cathy Sayer 
 
* Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah            Hymn 598 
 
 
  

WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
   

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: Ellie Durbin, Violet Smoak 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Joshua 3:9-4:14 
 
9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your 
God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will       
certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, 
Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go 
into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel,     
one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord 
of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and 
stand up in a heap.” 
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14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark              
of the covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during           
harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet 
touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a 
heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while         
the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely  
cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the               
ark of the covenant of the Lord 

while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing            
on dry ground. 

1 When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to                 
Joshua, 2 “Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3 and tell  
them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests 
are standing, and carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you 
stay tonight.” 

4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from 
each tribe, 5 and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the  
middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when 
your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 tell them that the flow of the      
Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the      
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the 
people of Israel forever.” 

8 So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from              
the  middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as 
the Lord had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where  
they put them down. 9 Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the middle of the 
Jordan at the spot where the priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood.         
And they are there to this day. 

10 Now the priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the Jordan until 
everything the Lord had commanded Joshua was done by the people, just as Moses had 
directed Joshua. The people hurried over, 11 and as soon as all of them had crossed, the 
ark of the Lord and the priests came to the other side while the people watched. 12 The 
men of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over, ready for battle, in front 
of the Israelites, as Moses had directed them. 13 About forty thousand armed for bat-
tle crossed over before the Lord to the plains of Jericho for war. 

14 That day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they stood in awe of him 
all the days of his life, just as they had stood in awe of Moses.   



9 

 

* New Testament Scripture: Colossians 1:9-14 
 

 9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of 
the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might 
so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the  
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the   
kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought      
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins. NIV 

 
 
 

* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Meditation: Crossing by Way of the Cross 
 
 
Sacrament of Communion 

 
 

(Times of singing and silence.) 
 

(Communion music is found in the Communion song book, unless otherwise noted.) 
 

 
Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery pages 10, 11 
My Jesus, I Love Thee page 33 
Come with Us pages 8, 9 
 

 
 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Hymn: Amazing Grace 
   

   Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. 
   I once was lost but now I’m found, was blind but now I see. 
     
   When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
   We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 
 
  

*  Benediction 
 

*  Postlude  
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Prayers during Communion 
  

Prayer to begin a new life in Christ 
  
Dear God, I recognize Jesus came to earth to die on the cross for the sins of your people.            
I want to recognize now that he came to earth to die for my sins. I confess that I am a sinner 
in need of your grace and the saving blood of Christ. Please forgive me of my sins through 
the perfect sacrifice of your Son who died in my place. Jesus, come into my heart and 
change me from the inside out. Help me to truly repent from my previous way of living 
without you, and help me to surrender to your rule over my life as my Savior and Lord.  
Thank you for your Spirit that reveals to me the new life that I have in Christ and empowers 
me to walk in obedience to your truth and will for me. Amen. 
  
Prayer for those struggling with sin 
  
Merciful God, I am thankful that as your child I am not defined by my sin. Help me to walk 
in obedience to you in all areas of my life. Forgive me for the particular area(s) where I still 
succumb to temptation and disobey you. Help me to remember that in every area where I 
am tempted, your word promises that you will provide a way out of those temptations. Fill 
me with your Spirit, which working in me can do what I cannot do on my own.  Help me to 
walk in obedience to your commands and also delight in them and your guiding words of 
truth. Please give me the courage to reach out to others in the body of Christ for strength 
and  support when  I am especially vulnerable.  Amen. 
 
 Prayer for those wrestling with doubts and fears 
  
Gracious God, even as your child I wrestle with the fact that your will for me is perfect and 
that you will supply all of my needs. Help me to set my mind on the truths of your word, 
and guard my heart when the enemy clouds my mind and heart with fear and doubt. Help 
me to rest in the peace and security of being your child, and by your Spirit testify with my 
spirit that I am yours when feelings tell me otherwise.  Remind me of your love and delight 
in me as your child. Amen. 
  
 Prayer for those seeking freedom from their past 
  
Almighty God, you have the power to set us free from the sins and entanglements of our 
past. Release me from the shackles of my past that I carry that you have released me from.  
Forgive me for holding my past against me in the ways that you do not, and enable me to 
grasp what it is for you to see me in the perfect righteousness of your Son, both now and 
forever.  May your Spirit, the Spirit of liberty, liberate me from any thought or feeling that 
belies the fact that I am completely forgiven, or free to live the new life in Christ I have as 
your new creation.  Amen.
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Today 
 
Thanks to our musicians:  Mary Hopper, Chris Gilmore 
      
Thanks to our tech team.  
 
If you have concerns or are in need of prayer, elder Ken Wolgemuth 
(rkwolgemuth@taylor.edu) 

 Food Pantry closed today 
 NO Youth Group tonight 
 

This Week 

Food Pantry open 

VBS JULY 25-29, 2022: Go to www.immanuelpresbyterian.net/vbs to register 
kids for VBS week! Be on the lookout for our VBS donation board that will be in 
the Narthex starting NEXT Sunday July 10th! It will be available July 10, 17,       
and 24.  

 
Back-to-School Carnival for Johnson School—Saturday, August 6. School     
supplies for under-resourced third-graders are already being purchased. Look for 
a box in the narthex today for your donations of cash or check to IPC. 



12  

 

 

 


