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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude                               Alethea Funck
                                                                                         
Church Family News        Annette LaPlaca 
 
Preparation for Worship 
               

* Call to Worship   
 

Leader:  We gather in the presence of God, through whom all families on earth 

 receive their life and their name. 
 

People:  We wish to be strengthened in our inner selves, that the Light of the 
World may shine in our hearts. 

 

Leader:  We seek to be rooted and grounded in God’s love and in the love of 

 Christ which surpasses understanding. 
 

All:  We come to worship and praise the source of true love and peace  
 throughout the world.  Glory be to God in the church and in Jesus 

Christ to all generations forever and ever! 
  
 

* Invocation   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living God 
and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 

Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love of  the  
Holy Spirit. 
 

Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip children, 
youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 

Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the gospel 
near and far in word and deed. 

* Congregation stands 
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 Song: Saw You Never in the Twilight  (Sung by soloist)             Mattie Hammer 
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 WE ARE RENEWED BY GOD’S GRACE 

 Call to Confession                                 Gaby Sosa 
 

Leader:  O God, our guide, who once used a star to lead people to Christ, 
 we confess our poor sense of direction. 
 
All:  We let ourselves become confused, easily distracted, and lose our way.  
 
Leader:  We fail to follow the signs you provide. 
 
All:  Forgive our waywardness, O God.  Lead us to the Christ so that we may 

follow his way to you. 
        from The Worship Sourcebook 
 Prayer of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon    
   
Leader:  The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. To all 

who have received him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God. And that is what we are!                                       
                                                                 

 Song of Acclamation   (Please stand) 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                                                       Franz Schubert 
 

   
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory, 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
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*  Apostles’ Creed  
   

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;   

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,   

 was crucified, dead and buried;   
 He descended into hell,  
 the third day He rose again from the dead;  
 He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of    
 God the Father Almighty;   
 from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* Church;   
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;     

  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.    
                                                  *universal    

 

* Passing of the Peace                                      
 

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:    And also with you.  

 
 

Prayer of Blessing for Children 
 
 
Offering and Offertory: A Prayer of Need             by Penny Rodriguez  
     Text adapted from a prayer by Thomas A Kempis (1380 -1471) 

Mattie Hammer 
 

My love is weak, my heart imperfect, so I have great need of You. 
I need your strength’ning and your comfort, your instruction, and your freedom. 
Let your love dissolve my hard heart. 
Let your love lift me up. 
Let your love reveal to me joy beyond imagination. 
Let my soul exhaust itself in singing praises of your love. 
Let my soul exhaust itself in singing praises of your love. 
 
 

Diaconal Prayer                                                                 Heather Reyes   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 7 

* Hymn:  As with Gladness Men of Old  
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WE HEAR GOD SPEAK  
              

(Please stand for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: Wisdom family 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Psalm 29 
 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, 
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
    the Lord thunders over the mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
    the voice of the Lord is majestic. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
    the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon leap like a calf, 
    Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord strikes 
    with flashes of lightning. 
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the desert; 
    the Lord shakes the Desert of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the Lord twists the oaks 
    and strips the forests bare. 
And in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the Lord is enthroned as King forever. 
11 The Lord gives strength to his people; 
    the Lord blesses his people with peace. 

 
 

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 
had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 
what the prophet has written: 
 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
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7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star       
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when      
it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 
they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child       
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened      
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And      
having   been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country    
by another route. NIV 

Congregational Response

   Meditation: Serving the King               
         
  Sacrament of Communion 
 
 

 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Song: Amazing Grace 
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.                                         
I once was lost, but now I’m found, was blind but now I see. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun.                   
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.  
 

*  Benediction 
 
* Postlude     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/sweet
https://www.definitions.net/definition/sound
https://www.definitions.net/definition/saved
https://www.definitions.net/definition/wretch
https://www.definitions.net/definition/there
https://www.definitions.net/definition/thousand
https://www.definitions.net/definition/bright
https://www.definitions.net/definition/first
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Livestream video crew. 

 
 

  1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food Pantry open 

  7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Adult Ed class (Zoom) 

    No Youth Group   

This Week 

 

 Coming 
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