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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude                                                                                         
 
Preparation for Worship  
               

* Call to Worship   
 
Leader: We gather in the presence of God, through whom all families on earth 
  receive their life and their name. 
 
People: We wish to be strengthened in our inner selves, that the  
  Light of the World may shine in our hearts. 
 
Leader: We seek to be rooted and grounded in God’s love and in the love of 
  Christ which surpasses understanding. 
 
All: We come to worship and praise the source of true love and peace  
  throughout the world.  Glory be to God in the church and in Jesus  

  Christ to all generations forever and ever! 
 

 

* Invocation   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living God 
and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 

Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love of  the  
Holy Spirit. 
 

Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip children, 
youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 

Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the gospel 
near and far in word and deed. 

* Congregation stands 
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* Opening Hymn: As with Gladness, Men of Old (verses 1,2, and 3)  
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 WE ARE RENEWED BY GOD’S GRACE 

Call to Confession                             Dan Balzer            
                           

Leader: O God, our guide, who once used a star to lead people to Christ, 
  we confess our poor sense of direction. 
 
All: We let ourselves become confused, are easily distracted, and lose our way. 
 
Leader: We fail to follow the signs you provide. 
 
All: Forgive our waywardness, O God.  Lead us to the Christ so that we  

  may follow his way to you. 
                       from The Worship Sourcebook 

 
 

Song of Confession: Father, We Have Sinned                     Townend/Getty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Prayer of Confession  

 
 

Used by permission, CCLI #294262 
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Assurance of Pardon    
                                                                                                         

Leader: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
  To all who have received him, to those who believe in his name, 
  he gave the right to become children of God.  And that is what we are! 

 

 Acclamation   (Please stand) 
 

All: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. We proclaim 
your wonderful deeds, O Lord Most High. 

  
* Passing of the Peace                                      
 

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:    And also with you. 

 
  Children’s Blessing                    Mary Hopper

                
Special Music: Child of the Lowly Born                Kent Richter 
 

Seeking a king in Jerusalem 
Where the crown of the Hebrews is worn, 
Prophecy turns us to Bethlehem 
And a child of the lowly born. 
 
Seeking a king in a stable bare, 
Born to hardship, oppression, and scorn, 
Mystery hangs in the holy air 
’Round the Child of the lowly born. 
 
Who, who is this king, born in darkness, 
 heaven’s own light? 
Royal treasures we bring to a                          
Bethlehem barn in the night. 
Yet we lay this gold before a child foretold 
With a glory proclaimed in the sky:                  
 “God on high!” 
Angels sing. More than king, manger laid 
Is the Child of the lowly born. 
 
Seeking a king in humility, 
With our own royal vanity torn, 
Let us bow down, yield our sovereignty 
To the Child of the lowly born. 
 
[We three kings . . .] 
 
 

Who, who is this king, King of glory,  
 sent from on high? 
Sages labor to sing of Eternity coming to die. 
For the Son draws breath on the way to death 
To be savior of those who are poor. Evermore, 
“Sinners cry, “God is nigh! Come to save 
As the Child of the lowly born. ” 
 
This, this is Christ the King,   
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe,        
 the son of Mary. 
Let us cast our crowns on the holy ground, 
From the manger to Calvary’s tree.  
 Lord is he! 
Holy one, God’s own son, Savior King, 
Is the Child of the lowly born. 
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Intercessory Prayer                Sheroll Ritchie 
 
 
   
  WE HEAR GOD SPEAK  
              

(Please stand for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Reader: Renee Richter 
 
 

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,  
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 
this is what the prophet has written: 
 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route.  NIV 



 

 7 

 

 1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 

 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to 
me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already 
written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has 
now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is 
that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of 
one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

 7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the 
working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this 
grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to 
make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept 
hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, 
the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Je-
sus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom 
and confidence.  NIV

Congregational Response

   Sermon: The Great Gift Exchange               Alva Steffler 
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 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Song: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathleen Thomerson, 1966 

© 1970 Celebration  Used by permission, CCLI #294262 
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*  Benediction 
 
* Postlude                 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Livestream video crew: Peter Welander, John Economides 

 

  1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food Pantry open 

 No Youth Group  

This Week 
 

 Coming 
 

Sunday, Jan. 10 Adult Ed resumes 
Tuesday, Jan. 12 Women’s Bible Studies resume 
Sunday, Feb. 7 Congregational Meeting  (2 pm on Zoom) 
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