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June 19, 2022 

Summer Sermon Series 
 

“Great Stories, a Greater Savior” 

JANUARY 29, 2023 

PHILIPPIANS: CONTENTMENT IN CHRIST  
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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude   
   
 Church Family News            Annette LaPlaca 
                          

 Preparation for Worship               Youth Handbell Choir 
 

* Call to Worship                       

 

Pastor:  Let us worship God.  “He is our refuge and our fortress, 
  our God, whom we trust.” 

 

People:  Let us confess with our mouths, “Jesus is Lord,” 

  and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead. 
 

Pastor:  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 

All:  Let us call upon our true God, believing him in our hearts, 
  confessing him with our mouths, worshiping him in spirit  
  and in truth. 
 

Based on Psalm 91:2; Romans 10:9, 13 
 

* Invocation  
 

  *  Congregation stands. 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love            
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip            
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
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* Opening Hymn: I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art         Hymn 168 
 
 
 
 

WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

Call to Confession               Katherine Anderson      
 

Leader:  Those who encountered the true and living God in Scripture were  
overwhelmed with a sense of his majesty and glory, and their own     
sinfulness.  As we encounter the true and living God today, let us        
together ask for his forgiveness as we consider his character in light      
of our own. 

 

Leader:  Holy and strong One,  
 

People:  Forgive our weakness. 
 

Leader:  Holy and Wise One,  
 

People:  Forgive our foolishness. 
 

Leader:  Holy and loving One,  
 

People:  Forgive our hardness. 
 

Leader:  Holy and generous One, 
 

People:  Forgive our selfishness. 
 

Leader:  Holy and faithful One, 
 

People:  Forgive our fickleness. 
 

Leader:  Holy and gentle One, 
 

People:  Forgive our toughness. 
 

All:  Forgive us, Holy One, forgive. 
 

Adapted from The Open Gate 
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Song of Confession: Lord, I Need  You  (verse 3)         Matt Maher, Jesse Reeves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon    
  

Leader: The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds. 
 The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 

Psalm 145:13-14, NRSV 
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* Acclamation  
 

 All: Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and  
  strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen! 

 

 * Passing of the Peace  

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:     And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 

                      
  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 

 

 Offering and Offertory: Fairest Lord Jesus              arr. Robert Ivey 
                                                                 Youth Handbell Choir 

 

* Doxology                            Howard Whitaker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children’s Blessing  

                   

(Children 3 years through 5th grade go downstairs to continue their worship.) 
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Intercessory Prayer                         Carl Pickard 
 

* Song: 
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
   

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 
 

Reader: Gary Braaten 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Deuteronomy 31:30, 32:1-9 
 

30 And Moses recited the words of this song from beginning to end in the hearing of 
the whole assembly of Israel:  

 
 

 
1 Listen, you heavens, and I will speak; 
    hear, you earth, the words of my mouth. 
2 Let my teaching fall like rain 
    and my words descend like dew, 
 like showers on new grass, 
    like abundant rain on tender plants. 

 
 3 I will proclaim the name of the Lord. 

    Oh, praise the greatness of our God! 
4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, 
    and all his ways are just. 
A faithful God who does no wrong, 
    upright and just is he. 

  
 5 They are corrupt and not his children; 

    to their shame they are a warped and crooked generation. 
6 Is this the way you repay the Lord, 
    you foolish and unwise people? 
Is he not your Father, your Creator, 
    who made you and formed you? 

 
 7 Remember the days of old; 

    consider the generations long past. 
Ask your father and he will tell you, 
    your elders, and they will explain to you. 
8 When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, 

    when he divided all mankind, 
he set up boundaries for the peoples 
    according to the number of the sons of Israel. 
9 For the Lord’s portion is his people, 
    Jacob his allotted inheritance. 

 
 

(continued) 
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* New Testament Scripture: Philippians 2:12-18 
 

 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence,  
 but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear          
 and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his 
 good purpose. 

14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and 
pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you 
will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. 
And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in 
vain. 17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and  
service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too 
should be glad and rejoice with me.  NIV 

 
 

* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Sermon: Christ-Centered Culture   

 
 

 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

*  Closing Hymn: Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!            Hymn 498 
 
* Benediction   
 
* Congregational Response 

 

Baptismal side: He who began a good work in you 
Pulpit side: will perfect it ’til the day of Christ Jesus. 
All: Amen. 
   

* Postlude 
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  Today 
 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food Pantry open 
 

 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. College Fellowship at the Netzels’ 
  home, 1616 E. Hawthorne Blvd., 
  Wheaton). Dinner and discussion 
  of C.S. Lewis's Screwtape Letters.  
   

 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group  
 

This Week 

See the IPC newsletter for link to sign up. 
   

 

February 5     Next Sunday: Annual Meeting (during education hour)  
 
February 10-12  Youth Group Winter Retreat 
 
February 18    Join us for an Immanuel Follies, especially roasting and      
       celebrating Pastor Alva. If you have a skit or song you’d like to 
       perform, contact Mary Hopper or Annette. 
 
Save the Date!  VBS June 26-30 

 

Cards with summer artwork: Cards featuring artwork contributed by Immanuel  
artists for the summer sermon series are still available! $5 each pack (just covering 
printing costs). You can pick them up in the narthex this Sunday.  
 
The Smoak family has decided to remain in Brazil for the time being. They can be 
reached at smoaksignals@gmail.com. 
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 2022 Giving Report and 2023 Challenge 
 

 Thanks to God for his provision through your continued generosity. The $857,138 
 given to the General Fund in 2022 was not only well above the original budget of 

$808,600, but above projected year-end expenses of roughly $827,000 (which      
allowed expansion of the budget moving into 2023—more on that at the Annual 
Meeting February 5). Continuing the exuberant giving of the past few years             
will allow us to not simply meet the budget but rise to fresh challenges that will  

 increase Immanuel’s kingdom impact. 
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