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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude: Fum Fum, Fum                     Spanish / John Carter 

   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                       Polish / Teresa Wilhelmi 
John Zimmerman 

 
Church Family News                  Mary Hopper 
   
Preparation for Worship  
 

* Call to Worship            

Pastor:  Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

All:  The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

Pastor:  The sun shall no longer be our light by day, 
 Nor will the brightness of the moon shine on us, 
 
All:  For the Lord will be our light, 
 And our God will be our glory. 
 
Pastor:  The Lord will be our everlasting light, 
 And our days of sorrow will end. 
 
All:  Let us sing to our light and our salvation! 
 

from The Worship Sourcebook 
* Invocation    
 

  *  Congregation stands. 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love            
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip            
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the        
gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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* Opening  Hymn: Angels From the Realms of Glory   (Sing verses 1, 4, and 5) 
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WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
     
Call to Confession             Ron Netzel
     

  

Leader:  God is light, yet we have been so blind when truth has been so clear.  
 
People:  When we could have looked ahead, we fell behind. 
 When we could have viewed the wider picture, we saw only a part. 
 
Leader:  When we could have sensed the Spirit leading, we missed the way. 
 

People:  We need forgiveness for our dim apprehension of love’s clear leading. 
 We need faith that trusts when it cannot see, 
 

All:  We seek to walk in the light that lingers when all else fails; 

 We long to follow the bright Morning Star of our faith, 
 Jesus Christ, the Savior. 
 

Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook 
Prayer of Confession 
 

 Assurance of Pardon   (from The Worship Sourcebook) 
 
Leader: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
  To all who have received him, to those who believe in his name, 
  he gave the right to become children of God. 
 

* Acclamation 
 
All: With angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 

  and magnify your glorious name; evermore praising you and saying, holy, 
  holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
  now and always. Amen. 

  
* Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 
 

WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 
Special music        Buursma Family 
  

 God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen  (arr. Joel Buursma)  
 Infant Holy  (arr. James Kimball) 

  Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella  (arr. James Kimball)   
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Intercessory Prayer               Ron Netzel 
 
* Hymn: Within a Crib 
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 

 

 (Please continue to stand for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Reader: Trudy Zimmerman 
 

* Old Testament Scriptures 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there  
was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there 
was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

 
* New Testament Scriptures 
  

John 13:34  
 

 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another.” 

 

 

 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, the 
new is here!  

 
Hebrews 9:15 

 
15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a 
ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.   

  
 Revelation 21:1-5 
 

1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying  
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”   NIV 
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*  Congregational Response 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
  Meditation: The God of New Beginnings                            Alva Steffler 
 

 
 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

*  Closing Hymn: Glorious Light 
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*  Benediction 
 
*  Postlude                 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Today 
 

 

If you have concerns or are in need of prayer, elder Katherine Anderson 
(katand@sbcglobal.net) is available today or during the week.  
 
 

 Food Pantry closed today 
2:00 p.m.      Iglesia Roca Eterna  
 NO Youth Group  
 

This Week 

 
 

 
 

Immanuel is affiliated with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC).                      
  


