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Some important terms: 
 

Inclusivism: The doctrines, practices and ideals of one religion include those of another, explicitly as the 

culmination or completion or repristination of the previous teachings. 
Exclusivism: The doctrines, etc., of one religion contradict and necessarily deny those of another; if one is true, 

its contrary must be false. 
Pluralism:  Doctrines, etc., even if they are contradictory, can all be true in some sense; truth itself is plural. 
 

Materialism: Denying that there is anything in the universe other than matter and physical stuff 
Spirituality: Accepting that there is some general reality beyond the physical, something “spiritual” 
Religion: Assenting to truth claims and behavioral guidelines of a formed, orderly, communal system of 

spiritual elements 
 

Neo-Paganism: A variety of new religions modeled on (unhistorical) ideas of ancient nature worship, animism, 

and goddess religions. 

Animism – The belief that natural objects are alive with spirits, conscious and relational. 
Wicca – The name taken for a presumed primordial religion of magic, using the powers and spirits of nature and 

life to mold the world. 
- “Old Religion” – A synonym for Wicca, inasmuch as it is believed that this is the original religion of 

pre-Christian cultures in Europe and elsewhere. Standard claims say it is a 35,000 year old religion, 

earth-loving, peaceful, matrifocal, ecological from the dawn of human civilization. 
- Witch – The name of a follower of Wicca. Wiccans take this name both with fear of being 

misunderstood by a culture that takes witches as evil and demonic, and with some pride of being 

counter-cultural. 
Gaia – The Greek goddess of the earth, in a way she is the earth herself. For Neo-Pagans, nature or earth treated 

as a living goddess, the birth-mother of all things, the conscious, loving principle of the fertility of life. 
- At times, a scientific theoretical approach to explaining physical phenomena, specifically how the earth 

regulates its own natural balances or systemic characteristics like a living organism (in contrast to 

seeing natural biology mechanistically, as in Darwinism). 
Magick – Often spelled this way to stress its reality and its religious focus, not just play or Satanism or 

legerdemain.  Since there factually ARE forces in all life and nature, these may be invoked and used to change 

the world, and especially to change ourselves. 
- Rituals thus include the 8 year cycle changes, lunar celebrations (“Drawing Down the Moon”), initiation 

of members and “graduation” of women through stages of goddess-hood (virgin, mother, crone), as well 

as healings, changes to nature, affecting others, etc. 
The Witch’s Rede – A basic moral guide to express both freedom and a kind of moral kindness: “An ye harm 

none, do what ye will” (usually written in the archaic). 
- Threefold Return – Like karma, a suggestion that what you do returns to you, but three times more.  

Thus morality, as kindness and “aiding life,” ultimately can be motivated by self-concern. 
Goddess – Any number of names from ancient religions can be used.  Generally, female divinity is taken as the 

basic ground of being, the creative energy of all things. 
- Immanent, not transcendent. 
- May be a ‘God’ as male counterpart, but derivative, usually associated with various male gods of pagan 

cultures, especially nature gods and revelers, like Pan or Bacchus. 



Some quotations: 
The singularity central to Christian claims about the incarnation (of Jesus) can have no place in a tradition 

centered on nature – or influenced by feminism.  There is a world of difference between Christianity, which 

encourages a radical disjunction from nature as experienced now, and Paganism which is at home in nature. 

(Harvey, Contemporary Paganism 223) 
 

Pagan ethics are not derived from theology but from relationships with “all our relations.”  Nature is 

authoritative not as a model to observe but as a web of relationships in which to engage. (Harvey 188) 
 

Within Wicca, we see that the rituals, the coven, and the larger community encourage women to view 

themselves as capable, strong and independent. (Berger, A Community of Witches 40) 
 

“Spiritual feminists aspire to healing themselves and their sisters through a variety of less than medically and 

psychotherapeutically orthodox techniques.”(quoted in Berger 38) 
 

From The Spiral Dance by Starhawk: 
- The female nature of the Ground of Being is stressed because the process of creation that is about to 

occur is a birth process. The world is born, not made, not commanded into being. (38) 
- The Goddess is the Encircler, the Ground of Being; the God is that-which-is-brought-forth, her mirror 

image, her other pole.  She is Mother and Destroyer; He is all that is born and destroyed. (109) 
- With Christian chastity, sex is dirty and evil, and by extension so are women. Goddess religion 

identifies sexuality as the expression of the creative life force of the universe. Sexuality is sacred 

because it is a sharing energy in passionate surrender to the power of the Goddess immanent in our 

desire. (208) 
- We need to win clear of the self-righteousness that comes from seeing ourselves as Chosen People, and 

need to create a religion of heretics, who refuse to toe any ideological line or give their allegiance to any 

doctrines of exclusivity. (202) 
- There is nothing to be saved from, no struggle of life against the universe, no God outside the world to 

be feared and obeyed; only the Goddess, the Mother, the turning spiral that whirls our existence, and 

who is found only through love.  (29) 
 

For centuries sexuality has evoked feelings of guilt and shame, due largely to Judeo-Christian morality.  In the 

Mystery Teachings, the natural sexual state is one of bisexuality. (Grimasi, Wiccan Mysteries 252-3) 
 

Reverence for the natural world certainly seems to meet the spiritual demands of the current environmental 

crisis. Once the object of fearful, wondrous worship, before humanity rose to challenge and despoil, the 

restorative powers of nature may be invoked to save us from self-destruction. (Joseph, Gaia 71) 

- “Thinking of the Earth as alive makes it seem, on happy days, in the right places, as if the whole planet 

were celebrating a sacred ceremony.  Being on the Earth brings that same special feeling of comfort that 

attaches to the celebration of any religion.” Lovelock quoted by Joseph 
- Gaia is less harmful than standard religion.  It can be very environmentally aware.  At least it is not 

human-centered.” Margulis quoted by Joseph. 
 

The pagan eco-spiritualist feels a connection [to nature], being a natural creation like a tree, a bit of algae, or a 

deer.  Christians have struggled to hold society to their view of what’s “natural,” [but] Bible verses about man’s 

dominion over the Earth prevents them from embracing environmentalism. (Peck, Heaven on Earth 183-4) 
 

The other "Law" of Witchcraft is the "THREE-FOLD LAW OF RETURN". Basically, this is the natural law of 

"cause and effect". The Goddess charges us to exercise great care in all that we, as Witches, do and say and even 

think. For what we do "for good or for ill, shall be returned to us threefold." (Walker, witchvox website) 
- Add the “Witch’s Rede”: An ye harm none, do what ye will. 

 


