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Judas, Peter 

 

because we are all 

betrayers, taking 

silver and eating 

body and blood and asking 

(guilty) is it I and hearing 

him say yes 

it would be simple for us all 

to rush out 

and hang ourselves 

but if we find grace 

to cry and wait 

after the voice of morning 

has crowed in our ears 

clearly enough 

to break our hearts 

he will be there 

to ask us each again 

do you love me? 

 
                                            Luci Shaw 

 

 
 

 

Candles: Ellie Durbin, Carter Klassen 

Musicians: Mary Hopper, John Zimmerman 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us at 9:30 a.m. for brunch and  
10:30 a.m. for worship on Easter Sunday. 
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 RESPONSE: Trauermusik                                                         Paul Hindemith 

Timothy Holman, viola 
 

 THE SHADOW OF BURIAL          

        

 READING: John 19:38-42                    Reader: George Garrison 
 
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 

secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 

body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 
39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mix-

ture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40 They took the body 

of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial 

custom of the Jews. 41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was cruci-

fied, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been 

laid. 42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was 

nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks Be to God. 
 
 

*  HYMN OF RESPONSE: Were You There? 
 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble. 

  

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 

 SILENT MEDITATION 
 

 STREPITUS 
 

* DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:    May Jesus Christ, who for our sakes became obedient unto death, even 

death on a cross, keep you and strengthen you. 

People:   Amen. 
The people leave in silence. 
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 Tenebrae:  A Service of Worship for Good Friday 
 

The service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or “shadows,” has been practiced by 

the church since medieval times. Once a service for the monastic community,       

Tenebrae later became an important part of the worship of the common folk during 

Holy Week. We join Christians of many generations throughout the world in using 

the liturgy of Tenebrae. 

 

Tenebrae is a prolonged meditation on Christ’s suffering. Readings trace the story 

of Christ’s passion, music portrays his pathos, and the power of silence and        

darkness suggests the drama of this momentous event.  

 

As lights are extinguished, we ponder the depth of Christ’s suffering and death; we 

remember the cataclysmic nature of his sacrifice as we hear the sound of the 

“strepitus.” The word strepitus means “loud noise” and symbolizes the earth       

shaking and rocks splitting (Matt. 27:51) at Jesus’ death, and foreshadows the 

“violent earthquake” (Matt. 28:2) at the opening of Jesus’ tomb on Easter morning. 
 

 

 Please enter in silence. 

 

 THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 

 PRELUDE: O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Fall                         (J. S. Bach)  

     There Is a Green Hill Far Away                  (Zaninelli)

          Bill Shaffer 

 GREETING   

                   

Leader:    The light has come into the world, 

 And the world loved darkness rather than light.  

 

People:   God sent his Son into the world, 

 Not to condemn the world,  

 But that the world might be saved through him. 
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 ANTHEM:  A Time to Watch, a Time to Pray         Howard Helvey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OPENING PRAYER 
 

Most gracious God, 

look with mercy upon your children gathered here 

for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was betrayed, 

given into sinful hands 

and suffered death upon the cross. 

Strengthen our faith and forgive our betrayals 

as we enter the way of his passion; 

through him who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                 Hymn 252  

 

 

THE SERVICE OF SHADOWS 
 

 The Shadow of Betrayal                           Reader: Stu Johnson 
 

READING: Luke 22:1-6 
 
1 Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was 

near. 2 The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to 

death, for they were afraid of the people. 

A time to watch, a time to pray, 

A day of wonders is today; 

The saddest, yet the sweetest too, 

That ever man or angel knew. 
 

The saddest, for our Savior bore 

His death, that man might die no more: 

The agony, the scourge, the fear, 

The crown of thorns, the Cross, the spear: 
 

And yet the sweetest, for today 

Our load of sin was borne away; 

And hopes of joy that never die 

Hang on our Savior’s sacrifice. 

O Savior, blessed be Thy name! 

Thine is the glory, ours the shame; 

By all the pains Thy love endured, 

Let all our many sins be cured. 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below: 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and 

put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 32 As they 

went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 

man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which 

means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but 

when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they 

divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they sat down there 

and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which 

read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

* ANTHEM OF RESPONSE: Crucifixus                                               Antonia Lotti 
 

He was crucified also for us, under Pontius Pilate he suffered and was buried. 

 
 THE SHADOW OF DEATH       
 

 READING: Matthew 27:45-54                                    Reader: Doug Penney 
           

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the after-

noon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema  

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At 

once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, 

and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 

will come to save him.”  50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed 

his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, 

and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 53 After his res-

urrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to 

many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch 

over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 

“Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
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21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to  

release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what 

should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”  All of them said, “Let him be 

crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all 

the more, “Let him be crucified!” 24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, 

but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands 

before the crowd, saying, “I am  innocent of this man’s blood; see to it your-

selves.” 25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our 

children!” 26 So he  released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 

handed him over to be crucified. 
 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

 ANTHEM: My Song Is Love Unknown                    Edwin T. Childs 

 
  

 THE SHADOW OF CRUCIFIXION    
 

 READING: Matthew 27:27-37                                                   Reader: Amy Danusiar 
 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, 

and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a 

scarlet robe on him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on 

his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, 

saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him, and took the reed and 

My song is love unknown, 

My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 

That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I, that for my sake 

My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 

Sometimes they strew his way 

And his sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day 

Hosannas to their king. 

Then “Crucify” is all their breath, 

And for his death they thirst and cry. 

Why, what has my Lord done 

To cause this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 

And gave the blind their sight. 

What injuries! Yet these are why 

The Lord most high so cruelly dies. 

 

Here might I stay and sing, 

Of him my soul adores. 

Never was love, dear king, 

Never was grief like yours! 

This is my friend in whose sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly spend. 
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3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve;  
4 he went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the  

temple police about how he might betray him to them. 5 They were greatly 

pleased and agreed to give him money. 6 So he consented and began to look for 

an opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was present. 
 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE: Ah, Holy Jesus                                                   Hymn 248 
 

 

THE SHADOW OF THE AGONY OF THE SPIRIT             
 

READING: Matthew 26:36-44                                        Reader: Miriam Buursma 
 
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter 

and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he 

said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake 

with me.” 39 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 

prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I 

want but what you want.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one 

hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the 

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again he went away for the 

second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your 

will be done.” 43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 

heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, 

saying the same words.  

 

Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
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 ANTHEM OF RESPONSE: Arise, My Soul Arise                                   Dan Forrest 

Katie Abernethy, violin 

  

 THE SHADOW OF ARREST     

            

 READING: Mark 14:43-50                                                       Reader: Colin Holman 
 

43 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; 

and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, 

the scribes, and the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 

“The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under 

guard.” 45 So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and 

kissed him. 46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 47 But one of those 

who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting 

off his ear. 48 Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and 

clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? 49 Day after day I was with you in 

the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be ful-

filled.” 50 All of them deserted him and fled. 
 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:    Thanks be to God. 

 

POEM OF RESPONSE: Judas, Peter                                      Luci Shaw 

 

 

Arise, my soul, arise;  

Shake off thy guilty fears; 

The bleeding sacrifice  

In my behalf appears: 

Before the throne my surety stands, 

My name is written on His hands. 
 

Five bleeding wounds He bears;  

Received on Calvary; 

They pour effectual prayers;  

They strongly plead for me: 

Forgive him, O forgive, they cry, 

Nor let that ransomed sinner die! 

My God is reconciled;  

His pardoning voice I hear; 

He owns me for His child;  

I can no longer fear: 

With confidence I now draw nigh, 

And Father, Abba, Father, cry. 
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 The Shadow of Desertion     

  
 READING: Mark 14:66-72                                        Reader: Dee Netzel 

 
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high 

priest came by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and 

said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” 68 But he denied it, say-

ing, “I do not know or understand what you are talking about.” And he went out 

into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. 69 And the servant-girl, on seeing him, 

began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he 

denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly 

you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to curse, and he 

swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking about.” 72 At that moment 

the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said 

to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he 

broke down and wept. 

 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE: O Sacred Head Now Wounded                            Hymn 247 

 

 

The Shadow of Accusation    

 

READING: Matthew 27:11-17, 21-26                           Reader: Dan Balzer 

 
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you 

the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused       

by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him,    

“Do  you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave 

him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed. 15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner 

for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious pris-

oner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, 

“Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called 

the Messiah?” 


