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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude                         Beth Bauer 

 
 Church Family News            Annette LaPlaca 
                          

 Preparation for Worship: Sing to the Lord a New Song               Karle Erickson      
Immanuel choir 

* Call to Worship                       

 

Pastor: Praise be to you, our Heavenly Father, from everlasting to everlasting. 
 
All: Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power, 
 
Pastor: And the glory and the majesty and the splendor. 
 
All: For everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
 
Pastor: You are exalted as head over all; you are ruler of all things. 
 
All: Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 
 

 
* Invocation  
 
* Opening Hymn: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken                       Hymn 345 
 
 

 
 
 

  *  Congregation stands. 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living God and 
celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love of                 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip children, 
youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the  gospel       
near and far in word and deed. 
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WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

Call to Confession                Sheroll Ritchie 
 

Leader:  The psalmist testifies: 
    Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
  and I will tell what he has done for me. 
 
People:  If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have listened. 
 
Leader:  But truly God has listened; 
  he has given heed to the words of my prayer. 
 
People:  Praise be to God,  
  because he has not rejected my prayer 
  or removed his steadfast love from me. 
 
Leader:  In the strength of this assurance, let us confess our sins to God. 

    
based on Psalm 66:16, 18-20, NRSV from The Worship Sourcebook 
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Song of Confession: O Lamb of God Most Holy!           Nickolaus Decius 
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Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon  (from Psalm 130)                                                                                                

    
Leader:   People of God, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love, 

and with him there is full redemption. Hear God’s forgiveness: The Lord     
himself will redeem you from all your sins through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
* Hymn of Acclamation  (Please stand)          Hymn 735 
 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it  
 was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
 Amen, amen. 
 

 * Passing of the Peace  

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:      And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
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  Service of Ordination and Installation 
 

The following persons were elected to office at our annual congregational meeting: 
 

Elders: Bill France, Sarah Holman, Sheroll Ritchie 
 

Deacons: Tim Curley, Seth Ehorn, Debby France,  
 Ron Haydon, Tom Nguyen, Joel Rose 

 
Opening Prayer 
 
Charge to New Officers and Congregation and Vows  
 
Prayer of Blessing: 

 
Reader 1:  O Lord, may our elders experience joy in serving you. May they be       

aware that you are truly their guide and help as they lead us in our          
mission and ministries. May they enjoy our trust and encouragement        
and may their faith and vision be an example and motivation to us in         
our spiritual growth. 

 
Congregation:   Amen. 

 
Reader 2:    Dear Savior, may they each grow in wisdom through their study of your 

    Word and in deepening prayer life. May they see and help us see the rule 
    of Christ in his church and over this dark world. May their authority over 
    us be directed by the law of love and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
Reader 1:  O Lord, may our deacons experience joy in serving you. May they be 

    aware that they truly represent our Lord Jesus, who did not come to be 
    served, but to serve; who for our sakes became poor, so that we through 
    his poverty might be rich. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

Reader 2:   Dear Savior, give them your own spirit of compassion for human needs.  
  May they experience your understanding and wisdom in the meeting of 
  those needs.  May they see, and help us to see, with your eyes the  
  wounds that you would heal in human hearts. 

 
  Congregation:  O Lord, may our elders and deacons be so blessed and strengthened in 
    all their labors that they will find your yoke easy and your burden light 
    and when our Great Shepherd appears, may they receive that crown of 
    glory that will never fade away.  Amen.  
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  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 
 Offering and Offertory: Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake            Richard Farrant 

Immanuel Choir 
Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake, 
lay not our sins to our charge, 
but forgive what is past 
and give us grace to amend our sinful lives. 
To decline from sin, and incline to virtue, 
that we may walk in a perfect heart 
before thee now and evermore. Amen. 

 
* Doxology                            Hymn 732 

 
All: Praise God from whom all blessing flow; 
 Praise him all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 

Children’s Blessing  

                   

(Children 3 years through 5th grade go downstairs to continue their worship.) 
 

 

Intercessory Prayer                            Steve Westfall 
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* Song: Wonderful, Merciful Savior       Davis Rodgers & Eric Wyse 
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
   

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: Haydon Family 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
 

1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:  
 

2 a time to be born and a time to die, 
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 

 
3 a time to kill and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to build, 

 
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
a time to mourn and a time to dance, 

 
5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
 

6 a time to search and a time to give up, 
a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
 

7 a time to tear and a time to mend, 
a time to be silent and a time to speak, 

 
8 a time to love and a time to hate, 
a time for war and a time for peace. 

 

9 What do workers gain from their toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid on the 
human race. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in 
the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.   
 

* New Testament Scripture: Romans 11:33-36 
 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
    and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Who has ever given to God, 
    that God should repay them?” 
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
    To him be the glory forever! Amen.    NIV 

 
* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 



10  

 

Sermon: The Hole in Our Soul: How Life Reveals Our True Citizenship 
 
 

 WE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

*  Closing Hymn: All People That on Earth Do Dwell                              Hymn 1
                
* Benediction   
  
* Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 Today 

 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food Pantry open 
 5:00  - 7:00 p.m. College Fellowship @ Bretsens’ 
 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group meets at the Ministry House 
 
This Week 
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Friday nights in March: On Fridays March 3, 10, 17, and 24, we’ll worship together 
in the sanctuary with Lenten Taize services beginning at 7 p.m. These are short  
services with quiet times of singing and prayer, focusing on our need for the Savior.   
If night driving is a difficulty for you and you need a ride, contact Annette in the  
church office.  
 
Game Night, Sunday, March 19, 5:30—8:00 p.m: Pizza and games.  
Everyone is invited. 
 
Save the Date: VBS June 26-30 
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