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  *  Congregation stands. 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the 
living God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 

Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying 
love of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip         
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 

Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim          
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude  
           
Church Family News                      Annette LaPlaca 
   

Advent Candle Lighting                Scheidt family
        

Leader:  Advent is a time to watch. 
 
All:  We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Leader:  During Advent we watch for hope in the midst of despair. 
 
All:  We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Leader:  During Advent we watch for forgiveness in the midst of rebellion. 
 
All:  We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Leader:  During Advent we watch for peace in the midst of conflict. 
 
All:  We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Leader:  During Advent we watch for the presence of God in the midst of a fallen world. 
 
All:  We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 

* Taken from “We Wait in Hope: A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent,” words and music by Joel Rainey 
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 Song: We Wait in Hope   (Congregation is seated and sings second verse.) 

 
 
 
 Opening Payer              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joel Raney  
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* Opening Hymn: Tell Out My Soul       
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 WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
     
Call to Confession                Ken Wolgemuth         

                      

Leader:  Lord, we humbly confess that at times we struggle: 
      We have occupied ourselves with our own concerns.  
 
All:      We have not waited to find your will for us. 
     We have not noticed the needs of the people around us.  
 
Leader:    We have not acknowledged the love that has been shown to us. 
       Forgive us for our lack of watchfulness.  
 
All:      Help us to wait to know your will. 
      Help us to look out for the needs of others. 
      Help us to work and watch for your coming.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

 Assurance of Pardon    
 

Leader:   Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
 Your sins are pardoned.  The penalty is paid. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Acclamation: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                                                Franz Schubert  
 

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might;  
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory,  
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
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*  Apostles’ Creed 
  

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead and buried; 
 He descended into hell, 
 the third day He rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of  
 God the Father Almighty;  
 from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* Church; 
 The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

*universal               
  

* Passing of the Peace   
  

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 

Offering and Offertory: People Look East                            Eugene Butler
                                                               Joel and Karin Buursma 

 
 

People, look east. The time is near 
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 
 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the star, is on the way. 
 
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way.  
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Diaconal prayer          Seth Ehorn 
 
Jesse Tree                          Dennis Newman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(Children 3 years through 5th grade are dismissed to continue their worship downstairs.) 
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  WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Reader: Ron Haydon 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4 
 

Leader: “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.  
 

All: Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple;  
 

Leader: the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says  
  the Lord Almighty. 
 

All: But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can    
  stand  when he appears?  
 

Leader: For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.  He will sit as a           
  refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like   
  gold and silver.  
 

All: Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in righteous 

  ness,  and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to  
  the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years.  
 

 
New Testament Scripture: Luke 1:26-38              (Be seated for a dramatic reading.) 

 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you 
who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his king-
dom will never end.” 
 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called  the Son of 
God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 
was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will   
ever fail.” 
 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 
the angel left her. NIV 
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*  Congregational Response 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

* Hymn: Thou Who Wast Rich 
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   Meditation: The Surprising Son 
 
 
 
 
   WE RESPOND WITH THANKSGIVING 
 
  Sacrament of Communion        
 

Please approach the tables from the center aisles, and we ask that you  
return to your seats on the outside aisles.  

 
If you would rather not go to the front, please feel free to remain seated.  
Tell an usher if you would like the elements brought to you in your seat. 

 
If you would like to be seated at the lower tables,  

just take a seat in the front row while you wait for openings at those tables. 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available at the table in the balcony. 
 

Please feel free to partake of the elements as you feel led. 
 
 

(Times of singing and silence. See music on following pages.) 
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   JESUS PAID IT ALL    
         (Sung during communion.) 
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 I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 
(Sung during communion.) 
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   WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
* Closing Hymn: Amazing Grace                           (first and last verses) 
 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see.  
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’ve first begun.  

 
*  Benediction 
 
*  Postlude              

 
 
 
 
 

Scots’ Form of Communion 
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Prayers during Communion 
 

 

Prayer to begin a new life in Christ 
 
Dear God, I recognize Jesus came to earth to die on the cross for the sins of your people.  I want 
to recognize now that he came to earth to die for my sins. I confess that I am a sinner in need of 
your grace and the saving blood of Christ.  Please forgive me of my sins through the perfect sac-
rifice of your Son who died in my place. Jesus, come into my heart and change me from the in-
side out. Help me to truly repent from my previous way of living without you, and help me to 
surrender to your rule over my life   as my Savior and Lord.  Thank you for your Spirit that re-
veals to me the new life that I have in Christ and empowers me to walk in obedience to your 
truth and will for me. Amen. 
 
Prayer for those struggling with sin 
 
Merciful God, I am thankful that as your child I am not defined by my sin.  Help me to walk in 
obedience to you in all areas of my life.  Forgive me for the particular area(s) where I still suc-
cumb to temptation and disobey you.  Help me to remember that in every area where I am 
tempted, your word promises that you will provide a way out of those temptations.  Fill me with 
your Spirit, which working in me can do what I cannot do on my own.  Help me to walk in obe-
dience to your commands and also delight in them and your guiding words of truth.  Please give 
me the courage to reach out to others in the body of Christ for strength and support when I am 
especially vulnerable.  Amen. 
 
Prayer for those wrestling with doubts and fears 
 
Gracious God, even as your child I wrestle with the fact that your will for me is perfect and that 
you will supply all of my needs.  Help me to set my mind on the truths of your word, and guard 
my heart when the enemy clouds my mind and heart with fear and doubt.  Help me to rest in the 
peace and security of being your child, and by your Spirit testify with my spirit that I am yours 
when feelings tell me otherwise.  Remind me of your love and delight in me as your child. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer for those seeking freedom from their past 
 
Almighty God, you have the power to set us free from the sins and entanglements of our past.  
Release me from the shackles of my past that I carry that you have released me from.  Forgive 
me for holding my past against me in the ways that you do not, and enable me to grasp what it is 
for you to see me in the perfect righteousness of your Son, both now and forever.  May your 
Spirit, the Spirit of liberty, liberate me from any thought or feeling that belies the fact that I am 
completely forgiven, or free to live the new life in Christ I have as your new creation.  Amen.
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Today 
 

If you have concerns or are in need of prayer, elder Ron Netzel is available at the 
front following the service.  
 

 1:00  - 3:00 p.m.  Food Pantry  
 2:00 p.m.     Iglesia Roca Eterna  
 5:00  - 7:00 p.m. College Fellowship @ Netzels’ home, 
   1616 E. Hawthorne Blvd., Wheaton 
   Let them know you are coming at 
   630-260-8404 
 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group  (Game Night) 
 7:00 p.m. Adult Ed with Mark Noll (Zoom) 
 

This Week 

Saturday 10:00 - noon Choir workshop 
 
 

In Immanuel and Beyond 

Next Sunday, December 12  Lessons and Carols 
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Immanuel is affiliated with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC).                      

  
 


