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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude                                                                                         
 
Preparation for Worship  
 
Church Family News        Annette LaPlaca   
 
Advent Candle Lighting                             Walford Family
                

* Call to Worship   
 
Leader: The mighty God summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the 

place where it sets. 
 
People: Our God comes and will not be silent. God calls, and we respond 

to his love. 
 
Leader: The heavens declare God’s righteousness.  
 
All: We tell out God’s glories!  And our God will hear us, save us, and 

stay with us forever. 
                                                                     based on Psalm 50:1-3, 6  Adapted from the Worship Sourcebook 

 

* Invocation   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living God 
and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 

Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love of  the  
Holy Spirit. 
 

Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip children, 
youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 

Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the gospel 
near and far in word and deed. 

* Congregation stands 
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* Opening Hymn: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  (Verses 1 and 4)  
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 WE ARE RENEWED BY GOD’S GRACE 

Call to Confession                          
                           

 

Leader:  Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved 
  but also our reluctance to love. 
 
All: We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love 
  but also our refusal to forgive. 
 
Leader: We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love 
  but also our resistance to follow you without question. 
 
All: In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we should. 
 
Leader: Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to receive you  
  with joy, as the shepherds; 
 
All: With gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; 
 
Leader: With love, as you have loved us. 
 
All: Even so, come Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

                        Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook 
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Song of Confession: My Soul in Stillness Waits (Verse 4) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Confession  
  

Assurance of Pardon    
                                                                                                         

Leader: Our Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior, Jesus Christ,                       
  came among us in great humility, will sanctify you with the light of his  
  blessing and set you free from all sin. 
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 Acclamation   (Please stand) 
 

Pastor: To him in whom God’s fullness dwells, 
 
People: To him through whom God reconciles all things to himself, 
 
All: To him be glory and honor and praise throughout all generations   
  forever and ever! Amen. 
  

 
* Passing of the Peace                                      
 

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:    And also with you. 

 
  Children’s Message                Annika Durbin 
 
  Envision Moment 
   

Special Music: The Green Stump               Sarah Holman   
 

Music by Xavier Beteta 
 

The Green Stump is the fourth song of an Advent Song Cycle, Four Tree Lieder for Waiting with 
Creation. Its faster, jovial tempo, announcing the good news, in the same way the frozen stones still 
have some green and thus the tree can revive, the music and the poetry point toward the resurrection 
of Christ. To the short, staccato rhythm, follows a dance, with a “Jewish theme” as a celebration of 
the day when the Messiah manifests himself again. 
 
Poetry by Tiffany Kriner 
 

European tree researcher Peter Wohlleben once came upon a ring of mossy stones in a very old forest. 
Digging down, he realized that those stones were not actually stones but the remains of a tree dead 
500 years or more.  And more, he found they were still alive, deep down, having been fed by the sur-
rounding roots for centuries. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Intercessory Prayer                              Alva Steffler 

   

Here, now, this round 
of frozen stones dug 
down’s a stump.  Dead 
centuries now, 
supposed dissolved, 
cut down, gone, but, 
wonder, though hollow 
is green.  
 

What time 
has scooped out is 
wombwood for shoot, 
sawed off gold rings 
of gains cut down 
to sod, the rod 
of God. What was   
forgotten he’s 

 now begotten. 
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  WE HEAR GOD SPEAK  
              

(Please stand for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: Holman Family 
 

* Old Testament Scripture 
 
 Psalm 29:4-11 

    
 

4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
    the voice of the Lord is majestic. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
    the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon leap like a calf, 
    Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord strikes 
    with flashes of lightning. 
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the desert; 
    the Lord shakes the Desert of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the Lord twists the oaks 
    and strips the forests bare. 
 And in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the Lord is enthroned as King forever. 
11 The Lord gives strength to his people; 
    the Lord blesses his people with peace. NIV 

 
 
 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 
at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Sav-
ior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, 
 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” NIV 
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Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into  this grace in 
which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. NIV 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. NIV 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. NIV 

Congregational Response

   Sermon: Live in Heavenly Peace 
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 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Song: Glorious Light           Keith and Kristyn Getty 
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*  Benediction 
 
* Postlude                 
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Livestream video crew: Peter Welander, Chris Danusiar 

 
  1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Food Pantry open 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 3rd - 5th grade Sunday School Zoom 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group Zoom  (Christmas party)

  
 
This Week 
 

Observation of Blue Christmas, with sanctuary open  
 hours for personal prayer and meditation (with a prayer  
 elder available). The number in the sanctuary at any time will 
 be limited to eight, masked and social-distanced.  
 

 Open Sanctuary hours: 10 a.m.- noon, 2 - 4 p.m., 6 - 8 p.m. 

 Coming 
 
Christmas Eve: Plan to come to the church by 5 p.m. for a short outdoor service 
with candles and carols (masked, social-distanced). 
 
The Food Pantry will be closed Sunday, December 27. 
 
Advent Calendar Food Drop Off: If you have been participating in the Reverse       
Advent Calendar food collection, you may drop off your donations at the Food 
Pantry on Tuesday, December 29th, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. or at the church 
Tuesday through Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. If you have children try 
to come on 12/29 and bring the family. There will be a little thank you for the kids. 
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