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  *  Congregation stands. 

IMMANUEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
December 18, 2022 

 
 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude            Beth Bauer 
  Noel Medley             Handbell Choir 
 
 Church Family News                  Mary Hopper 
                          

 Advent Candle Lighting               Mayell Family 
 

 Song: Love’s Pure Light 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candle Lighting  

 Song: Love’s Pure Light   

* Invocation 
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* Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel    
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WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

Call to Confession                        Steve Westfall 
 

Leader:  Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved 
 but also our reluctance to love. 
 
All:  We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love 
 but also our refusal to forgive. 
 
Leader:  We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love 
 but also our resistance to follow you without question. 
 
All:  In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we should. 
 
Leader:  Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to receive you with joy,            

as the shepherds; 
 
All:  With gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; 
 
Leader:  With love, as you have loved us. 
 
All:  Even so; come Lord Jesus.  Amen. 
 

Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon    

 
Leader:  Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior, Jesus Christ, came among us 

in great humility, will sanctify you with the light of  his blessing and set you 
free from all sin. 

 
* Acclamation  (in unison)               
  

All:  To him in whom God’s fullness dwells, 
  To him through whom God reconciles all things to himself, 
  To him be glory and honor and praise throughout all generations 
   forever and ever! Amen.  
 
* Passing of the Peace  
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:      And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
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  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 

Offering and Offertory: Carol of the Bells           Handbell Choir 
 

Doxology 
 

All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise Him all creatures here below. 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts, 
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.    

 
 

Sacrament of Baptism for Mikhael Saul 
 
Barocha         Michael Card 
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Jesse Tree                 Dennis Newman

  
 

 
(Children 3 years through 5th grade are dismissed to go downstairs to continue worship.) 

 
Intercessory Prayer                             Leon Sinclair 
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* Hymn: Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor 
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
   

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Reader: Netzel Family 
 
 

* Old Testament Scripture  
 
  Psalm 107:1-9 

 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    his love endures forever. 

 
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story— 

    those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, 
3 those he gathered from the lands, 

    from east and west, from north and south. 
 
4 Some wandered in desert wastelands, 

    finding no way to a city where they could settle. 
5 They were hungry and thirsty, 

    and their lives ebbed away. 
6 Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, 

    and he delivered them from their distress. 
7 He led them by a straight way 

    to a city where they could settle. 
8 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 

    and his wonderful deeds for mankind, 
9 for he satisfies the thirsty 

    and fills the hungry with good things. 
 

 
* New Testament Scriptures  
 

 Luke 1:39-56 
 

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Ju-
dea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among wom-
en, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the 
Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 
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46 And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 
    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our ancestors.” 
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 
 

 
1 John 3:1-2 

 
1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has 
not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is.  NIV   

 
 
 
 

* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Sermon: Love Personified 
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 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Hymn: Joy to the World                            
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* Benediction    
  
* Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 Today 

If you are strong and able, please stay after the worship service to help bring tables 
up from the lower level for tonight’s All-Church Supper and Pageant. If you didn’t 
sign up and still would like to come, please come! The Social Team planned for late 
joiners. Supper begins at 5 p.m., in the sanctuary. 
  

1:00  - 3:00 p.m.   Food Pantry open 
        

       
 

Year-End Giving: ’Tis the season for fund raising appeals. The good news is 
that year-to-date giving for Immanuel is ahead of our projections. That leaves just 
over $72,000 in December to meet our budget goal of $808,600. To count toward 
the current budget and your own 2022 tax records, remember that the last offer-
ing will be Christmas Day. Any donations brought to the church office must be 
received by Friday, December 30.  Donations sent by mail must be postmarked 
by December 31.(If you bank online be aware that there is often a delay before 
the bank mails your check). 
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