
 

1 Apostles Creed (Second Century) 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty 

Maker of heaven and earth 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate 
Was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to hell. 
On the third day he rose from the dead 
He ascended to heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,  

thence, He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 The holy catholic Church 
 The communion of saints 
 The forgiveness of sins 
 The resurrection of the body 
 And the life eternal. 
 
The Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed (381) 
We believe in one God, the Father, almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God,  
 begotten from the Father [ex Patre, ek tou patroß,] before all ages,  
 light from light, true [alethos, alhqwß] God from true God,  
 begotten not made, 
 of one substance [homoousios, oJmoousioß] with the Father, through whom all things came into existence, 
 Who because of us men and because of our salvation  
 came down from heaven,  
 and was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man,  
 and was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and was buried,  
 and rose again on the third day according to the Scriptures 
 and ascended to heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father, 
 and will come again with glory to judge living and dead,  
 of Whose kingdom there will be no end. 
And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and life-giver 

Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is together worshiped and together glorified 
 Who spoke through the prophets;  

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We confess one baptism to the remission of sins; we look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. 
 

Chalcedon Definition (451) 
In agreement therefore, with the holy Fathers, we all unanimously teach that we should confess that  
our Lord Jesus Christ is one and the same Son,  

the same perfect [teleion, teleion] in Godhead and the same perfect (teleion) in manhood, truly God and truly 
man, the same of a rational soul and body,  
consubstantial [homoousion, oJmoousion] with the Father in Godhead, 
and the same consubstantial [homoousion, oJmoousion] with us in manhood,  
like us in all things except sin;  

begotten from the Father before all ages as regards His Godhead,  
and in the last days, the same, because of us and because of our salvation begotten from the Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, as 
regards His manhood;  

one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only-begotten, made known in two natures  
without confusion [asunchutos, asugcutwß] 
without change [atreptos, atreptwß]  
without division [adiairetos, adiairetwß] 
without separation [achorustos, acwrustwß] 

the difference of the natures being by no means removed because of the union,  
but the property of each nature being preserved and concurring in one Person [prosopon, proswpon] and one 
Subsistence [hypostasin, uJposthsin]—not parted or divided into two persons (prosopa, proswpa), but one and 
the same Son, only-begotten, divine Word, the Lord Jesus Christ,  

as the prophets of old and Jesus Christ Himself have taught us about Him and the Creed of our Fathers has handed down. 



 

2  
The Quicunque Vult  

(The Athanasian Creed, 5th C) 
 

…The Catholic Faith is this: that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding 
the Persons, nor dividing the Substance; for there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son and another 
of the Holy Spirit.  
 
But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, is all one: the Glory equal, the Majesty co-
eternal. Such the Father is, such is the Son and such is the Holy Spirit. The Father uncreated, the Son 
uncreated and the Holy Spirit uncreated. The Father infinite, the Son infinite and the Holy Spirit infinite. The 
Father eternal, the Son eternal and the Holy Spirit coeternal.  
 
And yet there are not three eternals but one eternal, as also there are not three infinites, nor three uncreated 
but one uncreated and one infinite, so likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty and the Holy Spirit 
Almighty. And yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. So the Father is God, the Son is God and 
the Holy Spirit is God.  
 
And yet there are not three Gods but one God. So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord and the Holy 
Spirit is Lord. And yet not three Lords, but one Lord. For like as we are compelled by Christian truth to 
acknowledge every Person by Himself to be both God and Lord; so are we forbidden by the catholic religion 
to say, there be three Gods or three Lords. 
 
The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not made nor 
created but begotten. The Holy Spirit is of the Father and the Son, not made nor created nor begotten but 
proceeding. So there is one Father not three Fathers, one Son not three Sons, and one Holy Spirit not three 
Holy Spirits. And in this Trinity there is nothing before or after, nothing greater or less, but the whole three 
Persons are coeternal together and coequal. 
 
So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Trinity in Unity and the Unity in Trinity is to be worshipped. He, 
therefore, who wills to be in a state of salvation, let him think thus of the Trinity. 
 
Early Church Quotations on the Trinity 
 
Ignatius (d. ac. 110): “Study, therefore, to be established in the doctrines of the Lord and the apostles...[proceeding] in 
faith and love; in the Son, and in the Father, and in the Spirit” (Magnesians, XIII). 
 
Polycarp (d. 156): “For this and for everything I praise the, I bless thee, I glorify thee, through the eternal and 
heavenly High Priest, Jesus Christ, thy beloved Servant, through whom be glory to thee with him and Holy Spirit both 
now and unto the ages to come. Amen” (The Martyrdom of Polycarp, LCC I). 
 
Athenagoras (d. ac. 180): “Who, then would not be astonished to hear men who speak of God the Father, and of God 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and who declare both their power in union and their distinction in order, called 
atheists?” (A Plea for Christians, X). 
 
Gregory Nazianzen (d. 390): “When I say God, I mean Father, Son and Holy Spirit” (Orations, XXXIII). 
 
Gregory Nazianzen “I cannot think of the One without immediately being surrounded by the radiance of the 
Three; nor can I discern the Three without at once being carried back to the One. When I think of the Three I 
think of him as a Whole… I cannot grasp the greatness of the One so as to attribute a greater greatness to the 
rest. When I contemplate the Three together, I see but one Luminary, and cannot divide or measure out the 
undivided Light” (Orationes, 40.31 – Calvin, lnstitutio, 1.13.6). 
 
Gregory Nazianzen: “What is the procession of the Holy Spirit? Do you tell me first what is the Unbegottenness of the 
Father, and I will explain to you the physiology of the generation of the Son, and the procession of the Spirit, and we 
shall both of us be frenzy-stricken for prying into the mystery of God” (Orations, XXXI.8, On the Holy Spirit, NPNF 
2, VII, p. 320). 
 
Athanasius “But what is also to the point, let us note that the very tradition, teaching and faith of the Catholic Church 
from the beginning, which the Lord gave, was preached by the Apostles, and was preserved by the Fathers. On this 
was the Church founded; and if anyone departs from this, he neither is nor any longer ought to be called a Christian: 
there is a Trinity holy and perfect, acknowledged as God, in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, having nothing foreign or 
external mixed with It . . . It is consistent in Itself, indivisible in nature, and Its activity is one. The Father does all 
things through the Word in the Holy Spirit; and thus the unity of the Holy Trinity is preserved; and thus there is 
preached in the Church one God, "who is over all, and through all, through the Word; and in all, in the Holy Spirit” 
(Four Letters to Serapion, 1, 28). 


