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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
Prelude                Alethea Funck 

 
Church Family News          Annette LaPlaca

                                           
Preparation for Worship 
 

* Call to Worship  
 

Pastor: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
 
All: We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
 
Pastor: And from his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 
 
All: Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 
Pastor: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with   

 whom he is pleased. 
 
All: Glory to God in the highest! 
 

 
* Invocation 

 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip chil-
dren, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim          
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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* Opening Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing       
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WE ARE RENEWED BY GOD’S GRACE 
 
Call to Confession                    Dan Balzer 

 
Leader:  We desperately need Christ to renew our commitment. 
 
All:  We confess that our lack of faith has made us fearful. 
 
Leader:  May the angels sing again to us of peace for body and soul. 
 
All:  We acknowledge that we have foolishly let our desires lead us astray. 
 
Leader:  May God’s star once more set our course firmly in your direction. 
 
All:  We have turned our faith into a lifeless ritual. 
 
Leader:  May the manger call us again to expressions of love and devotion. 
 
All:  We have carefully kept our gifts and have not freely given our goods and 

hearts to God. 
 
Leader:  May the Magi show us the spirit of giving. 
 
All:  May God’s Spirit linger in our hearts and bring renewal  to our lives. 
 
 

Song of Confession  (O Little Town of Bethlehem, verse 4) 
 
 All: O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
  Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
  O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.   
       

 Prayer of Confession 
 
 

Assurance of Pardon    
 

Leader:  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
 He is Christ the Lord. 
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* Acclamation 
  

All: With the angels and the multitude of the heavenly hosts we say: 
 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with  
 whom he is pleased!” 
 
* Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
   People:  And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 
 
 
 

WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 

 Offering and  Offertory: Noel      Redman/Tomlin/Cash 
Rachel and Chris Gilmore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Doxology 

 

All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise Him all creatures here below.                 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts. 
  Praise  Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 
 

 Intercessory Prayer                               Leon Sinclair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Love incarnate, love divine 
Star and angels gave the sign 
Bow to babe on bended knee 
The Savior of humanity 
Unto us a Child is born 
He shall reign forevermore 
 
Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done 
The story of amazing love! 
The light of the world, given for us 
Noel 

Son of God and Son of Man 
There before the world began 
Born to suffer, born to save 
Born to raise us from the grave 
Christ the everlasting Lord  
He shall reign forevermore 
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* Hymn: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear    Hymn  200 
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 

(Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: The Anderson Family 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Isaiah 9:2, 5-7 
 
2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned.  
 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 
    and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 
    will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this.  
 

* New Testament Scripture: John 1:9-14 
 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 
him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become          
children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a       
husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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  Sermon: God’s Indescribable Gift 
 
 

WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
* Closing Hymn: Good Christian Men, Rejoice                                                            Hymn 207 
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* Benediction 
 
 Postlude                                                                         

 
 
 

 Today 
 

Musicians and other participants: Mary Hopper, Alethea Funck, Rachel and Chris 
Gilmore  
 
The nursery is open for children age 0 - 3. 

In Immanuel and Beyond 

END-OF-YEAR GIVING 
In order to have donations credited to your 2021 giving report, please note that today 
is the last regular offering for 2021.  Checks sent by mail must be postmarked by     
Friday, December 31 (if you use online banking be aware that there can be a delay of 
several days before the check is actually mailed and postmarked). Because of your 
faithful and generous giving, we are on target to meet our annual budget.  That is the 
main goal now. 
 
RENOVATION GIVING 
You can continue to give to the Renovation fund.  Any contributions given between 
now and early 2022 (Feb-March) will help reduce the total amount borrowed when 
refinancing of our loan and mortgage will be completed.  
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Immanuel is affiliated with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC).                      

  


