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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
Prelude 

 

Church Family News                                  Annette LaPlaca
         

Lighting the Advent Candle                    Weckesser Family       
 

Leader:  Advent is a time to praise. 
 
All:  Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
 

Leader:  During Advent we remember God’s past faithfulness. 
 

All:  Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
 

Leader:  During Advent we remember God’s present goodness. 
 

All:  Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
 

Leader:  During Advent we remember God’s future promises. 
 

All:  Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 

 

 

 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip chil-
dren, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim          
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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 Song: We Wait in Hope    (Congregation is seated and sings fourth verse.)       Joel Raney 
 

  

Opening Prayer 
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* Opening Song: O Come, O Come, Immanuel           Hymn 194  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

* Congregation stands 
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WE ARE RENEWED BY GOD’S GRACE 
 
Call to Confession         Sheroll Ritchie 

 
Leader:  Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved 
 but also our reluctance to love. 
 
All:  We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love 
 but also our refusal to forgive. 
 
Leader:  We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love 
 but also our resistance to follow you without question. 
 
All:  In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we should. 
 
Leader:  Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to receive you 
 with joy, as the shepherds; 
 
All:  With gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; 
 
Leader:  With love, as you have loved us. 
 
All:  Even so; come Lord Jesus.  Amen. 
 
                         Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook 
 

 Prayer of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon    
 

Leader:  Almighty God—by whose providence our Savior, Jesus Christ, came 
among us in great humility—will sanctify you with the light of his blessing and 
set you free from all sin. 

 
* Acclamation 

 

All: To him in whom God’s fullness dwells, 
 To him through whom God reconciles all things to himself, 
 To him be glory and honor and praise throughout all generations   

 forever and ever! Amen. 
 
* Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 
   People:    And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
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WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 

 Offering and  Offertory: Still, Still, Still               arr. John Carter 
John Zimmerman 

* Doxology 
 

All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise Him all creatures here below.                 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts. 
  Praise  Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism for Verity Youngeun Mayell 
 

Barocha                                       Michael Card 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jesse Tree                                    Dennis J. Newman 
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(Children 3 years through 5th grade are dismissed to go downstairs to continue their worship.) 
 
 

*  Intercessory Prayer                   Carl Pickard 
 

* Hymn: My Soul in Stillness Waits 
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 

(Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Reader: Virginia Shaffer 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Psalm 80 
 

Leader: Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 
you who lead Joseph like a flock. 
You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, 
shine forth  before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 

 
All: Awaken your might; 

come and save us.  
 
Leader: Restore us, O God; 
 
All: make your face shine on us, 

that we may be saved. 
 

 Leader: How long, Lord God Almighty, 
     will your anger smolder 
     against the prayers of your people? 
 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
    you have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 
 You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, 
     and our enemies mock us. 

 
 All: Restore us, God Almighty; 

     make your face shine on us, 
     that we may be saved. 

 
 
 

 New Testament Scripture: Luke 1:39-56    (Be seated for a dramatic reading.) 
 

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where 
she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In 
a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you 
will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  
44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 

46 And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 
 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 
    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our ancestors.” 
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 
 

 
  Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

* Sermon: Pre-Birth Blessedness 
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WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
* Closing Hymn: Joy to the World                                                                                 Hymn 195 
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* Benediction 
 
* Postlude                                                                         

 
 
 

 Today 
 

Musicians and other participants: Mary Hopper, Beth Bauer, John Zimmerman, 
Kent Richer, Joyce Economides, Amy Danusiar, Ellie Durbin, Heather Reyes, Russ 
Adkins, Rachel Ehorn. 

In Immanuel and Beyond 
 
The Advent readings are from “We Wait in Hope,” words and music by Joel Raney.  
 

Join us for our Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, Friday, December 24, at  
6:00 p.m. 

END-OF-YEAR GIVING: In order to have donations credited to your 2021 giving re-
port, please note that the last regular offering for the year will be taken next Sunday, 
December 26.  Checks sent by mail must be postmarked by Friday, December 31    
(if you use online banking be aware that there can be a delay of several days before 
the check is actually mailed and postmarked). 
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Why do we baptize infants? 
 
In our culture today, we are not accustomed to thinking of the head of a household as deciding the spiritu-
al commitments of all its dependent members.  However, the biblical perspective is that the head of a 
household represents the family to God and commits them to his worship. The representative role of 
heads of households has great Scriptural precedent and rich implications in both the Old and New Testa-
ments.  (cf Eph. 5:25-27; Heb. 11:7) 
 
Does the requirement of faith for salvation preclude the possibility of administering a covenant sign to 
children of believers?  It did not in the Old Testament practice of circumcision, and the New Testament 
tells us why.  The apostle Paul says in the book of Romans that circumcision was a “seal” as well as a 
“sign” of the righteousness that Abraham had by faith (Rom 4:11). 
 
The seal acted as a visible pledge by the author to honor what He had covenanted to do in a document 
when the conditions it described were met.  Like the seal of a document, the seal of circumcision could be 
applied long before the recipients of promised and signified blessing met the conditions of the covenant. 
 
The Apostle Paul was very explicit about the continuation of the Abrahamic covenant and proclaimed, 
“Those who believe are children of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7).  He goes on to say that the law of Moses “does 
not set aside the covenant previously established by God. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
seed, and heirs according to the promise” (Gal.3:17,29).  Since the shedding of Christ’s blood to remove 
our sin was prefigured by circumcision, baptism with water has become the sign of the washing away of 
our sin (cf. Acts 22:6; 16:1; I Cor. 6:11; Heb. 9:14).  While the sign of the covenant changes, the features 
of the covenant do not. 
 
In addition to baptism as the new sign and seal of God’s covenant promise, we also feel there is other 
Scriptural evidence to embrace this sacrament for infants.  If the apostles had chosen to exclude infants 
from baptism, such an important change would have been recorded.  The absence of a scriptural command 
to prohibit administering the sign of the covenant to children after two thousand years of observing such a 
practice weighs significantly against the view that the apostles wanted only those who were able to pro-
fess their faith to be baptized.  In fact, when we read the New Testament accounts of baptism, every per-
son identified as having a household present at his or her conversion also had the entire household bap-
tized. 
 
Finally, the devotion of the parents who present their children for baptism places each child in a privi-
leged position both to hear and to understand the truths of the Gospel.  The parents together with the cove-
nant community of the church provide spiritual nurture and instruction for the child.  The child is sur-
rounded and embraced by the testimony of Christ at every turn in life.  In this atmosphere, faith generally 
germinates and matures so that it is possible, even common, for the children of Christian parents never to 
know a day that they do not believe that Jesus is their Savior and Lord.  Such covenantal growth of a child 
is, in fact, the normal Christian life that God intends for his people based on the Biblical account of his 
covenant with them throughout history. Thus we consider it a privilege to baptize Verity Youngeun 
Mayell today. 
                   Adapted from Why Do We Baptize Infants  by Bryan Chapell 


