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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
Prelude: Angevin Carol                     Cesar Franck 
  What Sweeter Music           John Rutter 

 Alethea Funck 
 

 

Church Family News            Annette LaPlaca 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle                   The Pickard Family  
 
Leader:  Advent is a time to prepare. 
 
All:  Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God. 
 
Leader:  During Advent we prepare our eyes to see the light of Christ. 
 
All:  Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God. 
 
Leader:  During Advent we prepare our hearts to receive the Word of Christ. 
 
All:  Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God. 
 
Leader:  During Advent we prepare to share the joy of Christ. 
 
All:  Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God. 
 
Leader:  During Advent we prepare to embrace the promise of Christ. 
 
All:  Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God. 
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  We Wait in Hope (Congregation is seated and sings third verse.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Opening Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Joel Raney 
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* Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City                                       Hymn 225 
 

(Choir sings vs. 1 & 2, congregation joins on verse 3, 4, 5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Congregation stands 
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WE ARE RENEWED BY GOD’S GRACE 
 
Call to Confession                    Gaby Sosa 

 
Leader:  If we look at our own lives, 
 
All:  We must confess the mixture of giving and selfishness, our waiting on the 

Lord turned to an endless rush, our missing the mark of Advent.  
 
Leader:  We need forgiveness for our frantic ways and misplaced efforts. But we are 

grateful that we can trust in God,  
 
All:  Who still brings salvation, who still supplies us strength, who hears  
 our songs of gratitude, who accepts our joyful praise.  
 
Leader:  Let us draw water from the wells of salvation. Let us proclaim his greatness 

with all our being. 
 
All:  His saving deeds support our lives. His greatness still astounds us. 
 The Holy One of Israel is among us. 
 

Based on Isaiah 12 
 

 Prayer of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon    
 

Leader:  The good news of this Advent season is forgiveness of sin and new life. 
 Let us commit our lives to Christ’s way of hope and peace. Thanks be to the 

Advent God, who comes among us, setting us free to love and serve.                                                                   
 

from The Worship Sourcebook 
* Acclamation 

 

All: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. 

Amen. 
 

* Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 
   People:    And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
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Jesse Tree           Dennis J. Newman 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(Children 3 years through 2nd grade are dismissed to go downstairs to continue their worship.) 

 
 
 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

 
 The Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   Hallowed be thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our debts, 
   as we forgive our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever. Amen. 
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First Lesson: God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of the woman  
 shall bruise the serpent’s head. 

 
 Genesis 3:8-19                                                                Reader: Colin Holman 
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

   
 

 Anthem: He Comes to Us as One Unknown                arr. John Ferguson 
                          Immanuel choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Lesson: 
 
Isaiah 40:1-8                                                                                        Reader: David Mathues 
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He comes to us as one unknown, 
a breath unseen, unheard; 
as though within a heart of stone, 
or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
a pulse of being stirred. 
       
He comes when souls in silence lie 
and thoughts of day depart; 
half-seen upon the inward eye, 
a falling star across the sky 
of night within the heart. 
         
He comes to us in sound of seas, 
the ocean’s fume and foam; 
yet small and still upon the breeze, 
a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 
a voice to call us home. 

He comes in love as once he came 
by flesh and blood and birth; 
to bear within our mortal frame 
a life, a death, a saving name, 
for every child of earth. 
         
He comes in truth when faith is grown; 
believed, obeyed, adored: 
the Christ in all the Scriptures shown, 
as yet unseen, but not unknown, 
our Saviour and our Lord. 
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* Hymn: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People               Hymn 197  
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 Third Lesson: The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 
 
 Isaiah 35:1-4                                                                      Reader: Margaret Lambka 

 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
  Quartet: What Child Is This? (Greensleeves)                                          arr. Marcus D. Dowty 
 

 
 Fourth Lesson: The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem. 
 
 Micah 5:2-4                                                                                              Reader: Will Durbin 

 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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* Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                                            Hymn 201 
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 Fifth Lesson: The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary. 
 
 Luke 1:26-35, 38                                                                                      Reader: Anna Treier 

 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 Choir: Lo,  How a Rose E’er Blooming       M. Praetorius 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Lesson: Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 

Luke 2:1, 3-7                                                                                          Reader: Lucy LaPlaca 
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Choir: Christ Is Born, Alleluia!                                                             Howard Whitaker 
 

Christ is born on Christmas day, Hallelujah! 
Come to dwell with us today, Hallelujah! 
Oh, let us praise him,  
Born to set us free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming 
As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flower bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 
When half-gone was the night. 
 
Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 
The Rose I have in mind: 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright 
She bore to men a Savior 
When half-gone was the night. 

This Flower, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens every load. 
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Seventh Lesson:  The shepherds go to the manger. 
 

 Luke 2:8-20                                                                                              Reader: Anna Gissing 
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
* Carol: Angels We Have Heard on High                                                            Hymn 214 
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Eighth Lesson: The Wise Men are led to Jesus by the star. 
 
Matthew 2:1-11                                                                                    Reader: Noah Kim 
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Offering 
 
 

 Choir: One Gift                                                      Glen L. Rudolph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ninth Lesson: John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

 
John 1:1-14                                                                                            

 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 Choir: All Is Well                           Smith/Kirkpatrick
                                                                                  arr. Ronn Huff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One gift the magi bore 
worth more than all the rest 
the grace to kneel and bow before 
the child whom starlight blest. 
 
Their myrrh and frankincense 
lay sweet upon the air, 
but sweeter yet and more intense 
the magi’s humble prayer. 

And though their gift of gold 
shone brightly with the skies 
still heaven’s light was twice as bold 
in their adoring eyes.   
 
One gift the magi bore 
worth more than all the rest: 
we give that gift when we adore 
the child whom starlight blest.  

All is well, all is well. 
Angels and men rejoice. 
For tonight darkness fell 
Into the dawn of love’s light. 
Sing Alleluia 
 
All is well, all is well. 
Let there be peace on earth. 
Christ’s come, go and tell 
That He is in the manger. 
Sing Alleluia 

All is well, all is well. 
Lift up your voices and sing. 
Born is now Emmanuel, 
Born is our Lord and Savior. 
Sing Alleluia, all is well 
 
Born is now Emmanuel 
Born is our Lord and Savior 
Sing Alleluia 
All is well. 
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* Carol: See, Amid the Winter’s Snow  (Choir only on verses 3 and 4.)                          Hymn 199 
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* Benediction 
 
* Postlude: In Dulci Jubilo                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 Today 

 

Musicians and other participants: Mary Hopper, John Zimmerman, Alethea Funck, 
Edward Zimmerman, Marcus Mayell, Grace Mayell, Timothy Holman, Helena Nor-
man, Abbot Klassen, Sophie Dietlin, Daniel Dietlin, Will Durbin, Grace Kenyon,  
Felicity Roche, Abigail Durbin, Phebe Balzer, and Andrea Carradus. 

Thanks to our artists: The Nativity display at the front of the sanctuary is made     
from repurposed church bulletins. Thanks to our artist David LaPlaca. Also thanks      
to art historian John Walford for the visual history of the life of Christ on display in     
the narthex.  

 In Immanuel and Beyond 
 
 The Advent readings are from “We Wait in Hope,” words and music by Joel Raney.  


