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 What Child Is This? 
 

   Christmas Eve 2021 
  

(Families with small children may want to sit near the front so they can 
better see the artwork that will happen during the service.) 

 
 
 
 Prelude                             Carol selections

  
 

 WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
 
 Lighting of the Advent Candle                         Sosa family 

 

Leader:  Advent is a time to proclaim. 
 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 

Leader:  We proclaim a hope that is stronger than any trial. 
 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 

Leader:  We proclaim a victory that is stronger than any defeat. 
 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 

Leader:  We proclaim a peace that is stronger than any conflict. 
 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 

Leader:  We proclaim a freedom that is stronger than any bondage. 
 

All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Leader:  Tonight we light all of the candles. The first candle reminds us that Advent is a 

time to wait upon the Lord with faithful endurance. The second candle reminds us 

that Advent is a time to watch for God’s presence with hopeful expectation. The 

third candle reminds us that Advent is a time to prepare for the Lord in heart, 

soul, and mind. The fourth candle reminds us that the One we wait for, watch for, 

and prepare for is Jesus Christ, who is Emmanuel, meaning God is with us. 

Tonight we light the last candle, the Christ candle. This candle reminds us that we 

are to proclaim the message of Christmas by celebrating what Christ has done, 

and by sharing it with others. As the light from each candle fills this room, so 

may the Light of Christ fill our world! 
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 We Wait in Hope  (Congregation is seated and sings last verse.) 
 

 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Joel Raney 
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* Call to Worship 
 

Leader:  Let us go, in heart and mind, to see what has come to pass. 
 Let us go with the shepherds; 
 
People: Let us go to find the Savior! 
 
Leader: Let us go with the wise ones; 
 
People: Let us go to find God’s promise, born for us! 
 
Leader: Let us go with the poor and humble; 
 
People: Let us go to find our King, born in a lowly manger. 
 
Leader: Let us go with all the world, with all the peoples of the nations. 
 
 Come, let us worship; come, let us adore him; 
 
People: Christ the Lord! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                          * Please stand 
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* Carol: O Come, All Ye Faithful                                       Hymn 208 
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Reading: Luke 2:1-7                                Reader: Malena Rose 
  

 Leader: The Word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

 Carol: What Child Is This?  (verse 1)  (Please remain seated.)           Hymn 213 
  

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

 
 Solo: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence            17th  century French Carol 

  Faith Oliphant Murphy, Stephen Murphy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Story: Song of the Stars              Lauren Mathues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
For with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 
 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood; 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food. 

At his feet the six-winged seraph, 
Cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, 
As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Lord Most High! 
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  Carol: Away in a Manger (Please remain seated)          Hymn 205 
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 HAIL, THE WORD MADE FLESH 
 
 Poem: Descent                                                by Luci Shaw 

Reader:  John Schuurman 
Down he came from up, 
and in from out, 
and here from there. 
A long leap, 
an incandescent fall 
from magnificent 
to naked, frail, small, 
through space, 
between stars, 
into our chill night air, 
shrunk, in infant grace, 
to our damp, cramped 
earthy place 
among all 
the shivering sheep. 
 
And now, after all, 
there he lies, 
fast asleep.    
   
 

 Carol: What Child Is This? (verse 2)  (Please remain seated.)           Hymn 213 
 

 Why lies he in such mean estate, 
 Where ox and ass are feeding? 
 God Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 The silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; 
 The cross be borne for me, for you: 
 Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, 
 The babe, the son of Mary. 
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 Solo: Christmas Rest (A Baby Sleeps)        Kent Richter
  

As the shepherd on the hillside stands, 
His soul unclean as his unwashed hands, 
I hear the angels’ sweet refrains, 
But the glorias fade and my sin remains. 
So I go to see the newborn King 

With nothing but my guilt and sins to bring. 
Then here is Christ in the manger hay, 
And sin’s accounting is borne away. 
Here a burdened conscience is finally blessed, 
As a baby sleeps that I might rest. 
A baby sleeps that I might rest. 
 

Like the magus from the heathen east, 
His knowledge grown as his doubts increased, 
I know the heavenly light that guides 

To a foreign faith and a God that hides. 
Yet I go this Jewish King to see 

With the weight of all my tired uncertainty. 
Then here is Christ on a silent night, 
And the darkness yields to an infant light. 
Here’s a simpler proof of a truth unguessed, 
As a baby sleeps that I might rest. 
A baby sleeps that I might rest. 
 

Come, O sinner, and come, o sage 

To a baby born into every age. 
For the angels sing and the stars guide still 
For the eyes that see and the heart that will. 
Come with sins unhealed and with hope unsure; 
See your labor end as your faith and works endure. 
For here the Christ unto us is born 

For a thinker tired and a sinner torn, 
For a humbled mind and for sins confessed 

A baby sleeps that we might rest. 
A baby sleeps that we might rest. 
 

 
 Scripture: Luke 2:8-20                           Reader: Luciana Balzer 
 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
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* Carol: Angels We Have Heard on High                                                  Hymn 214 
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 Prayer for Illumination  (Read together.) 
 

People:  O Lord, even as you entered this world with your Son for our salvation, 
Now enter our hearts and minds with your Spirit 
That we may hear and understand your word of joy. 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, Amen. 

 
 Meditation: The Power of Humility                                     George Garrison 
 
 

RAISE THE SONG ON HIGH 
 
 Carol: What Child Is This? (verse 3)  (Please remain seated.)                       Hymn 213 
  

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come, peasant, king to own him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

 
 Response 
 

  Leader: A boy has been born for us. 
 

  All: A Child has been given to us. 
 

  Leader: And his name shall be called 
   Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
   Eternal Father, the Prince of Peace. 
   Once we were no people; 
   

  All: Now we are God’s people. 
 

  Leader: Once we walked in darkness; 
   

  All: Now we have seen a great light. 
 
 
 Candlelighting   
 
  
 
 

(Continued) 
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* Carol: Silent Night  (verses 1,2 & 3)                                                  Hymn 210 
 

 (Please stand.) 
 

 Silent night! Holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright  
 Round yon virgin mother and child, 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night! Holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight! 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
 Christ, the Savior is born! 
 

 Silent night! Holy night! 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
 Raise your candles and sing. 
 

 Refrain: O Come, Let Us Adore Him 
 

Benediction 
 
Postlude 

 
 
 

Musicians:  Mary Hopper, Alethea Funck, Kent Richter, Jack Durbin, Stephen and 
Faith Murphy, Howard Whitaker, the Buursma family 

 
Artwork: David LaPlaca 
 
Candlelighters:  Balzer family 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your presence here tonight!  
We pray God’s blessing on you this Christmas and in the New Year.  


