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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
Prelude: The King of Love My Shepherd Is               Ancient Irish Melody, arr. Dan Forrest
                   Alethea Funck 
 
Church Family News            Annette LaPlaca 
  
Preparation for Worship 
            

* Call to Worship    
 

Pastor: Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
 
All: And we shall praise him, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat down  at the right hand of God. 
 
Pastor: Come, let us consider him who has endured such hostility by sinners against 

himself, so that we may not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
All: And, since he has given us a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us offer 

him our lives in full and joyful surrender. 
 
 

* Invocation 
 
 
 Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  (instrumental)                              Samuel Reich
       
 
 

    *  Congregation stands. 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the 
living God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 

Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying 
love of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip         
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 

Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim          
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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 WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

Call to Confession                         Annie Rose 
 

All:        When we come into the holy presence of God, our own humanity is laid 
bare.  When we stand in the living presence of truth, our own falsehood is 
revealed. 

  

Leader:   People of God, let us acknowledge who we are and ask our ever-present God     
to forgive us. 

                                                                     Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook 

 Prayer of Confession 
 

 Assurance of Pardon   
 

Leader: The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners. In Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

  

* Acclamation  (Please stand)    
 

All: With angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we           
  laud and magnify your glorious name; evermore praising you and saying, 
  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full of your 
  glory, now and always. Amen. 

 

* Passing of the Peace   
  

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 

 Special Music: What Grace Is Mine                 Samuel Reich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children’s Blessing  
            

(Children remain seated during the Children’s Blessing,  
then will be led to their children’s worship space.) 

 

What grace is mine 
That He who dwells in endless light 
Called through the night 
To find my distant soul 
And from His scars 
Poured mercy that would plead for me 
That I might live, and in His name be known. 
 
So I will go wherever He is calling me 
I lose my life to find my life in Him 
I give my all to gain the hope that never dies 
I bow my heart, take up my cross and follow Him 

What grace is mine 
To know His breath alive in me 
Beneath His wings 
My waking soul may soar 
All fear can flee for death dark night is overcome 
My Saviour lives and reigns forever more 
 
So I will go wherever He is calling me 
I lose my life to find my life in Him 
I give my all to gain a hope that never dies 
I bow my heart, take up my cross and follow Him 
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 WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 

Intercessory Prayer                  Alva Steffler 
 

* Hymn: It Is Well with My Soul           
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WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 

 (Please stand for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: The Smoak Family 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Psalm 30 

 

 

* New Testament Scriptures 
 

 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.  

 
 Ephesians 3:16-19 
    

16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And 
I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with 
all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God. NIV 

 

1 I will exalt you, Lord, 
    for you lifted me out of the depths 
    and did not let my enemies gloat over me. 
2 Lord my God, I called to you for help, 
    and you healed me. 
3 You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of 
the dead; 
    you spared me from going down to the pit. 
 

4 Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful 
people; 
    praise his holy name. 
5 For his anger lasts only a moment, 
    but his favor lasts a lifetime; 
weeping may stay for the night, 
    but rejoicing comes in the morning. 
 
6 When I felt secure, I said, 
    “I will never be shaken.” 
7 Lord, when you favored me, 
    you made my royal mountain stand firm; 
but when you hid your face, 
    I was dismayed. 

8 To you, Lord, I called; 
    to the Lord I cried for mercy: 
9 “What is gained if I am silenced, 
    if I go down to the pit? 
Will the dust praise you? 
    Will it proclaim your faithfulness? 
10 Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me; 
    Lord, be my help.” 
 
11 You turned my wailing into dancing; 
    you removed my sackcloth and clothed       
 me with joy, 
12 that my heart may sing your praises and        
 not be silent. Lord my God, I will        
 praise you forever.  



6  

 

*  Congregational Response 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
    Sermon: Unexpected Renewal 
 
 
  WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 

* Closing Hymn: Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
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* Benediction 
 
* Postlude     
 
 
 
 Today 

 

 
If you have concerns or are in need of prayer, Annie Rose  will be available at the 
front following the service. 
 

   
 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food pantry open 
 

  No Youth Group tonight 

 4:00 p.m.  Bridal shower for Esther Smoak  at Amber Johnson’s 
    home, 107 Sharon Court, North Aurora.  

 

This Week   

Tuesday 
 
11:00  a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Food Pantry  
  

Thursday 
 

7:00 p.m.   Women’s Bible Study at Terra Vincent’s home.  
 
 

Coming  
 
Sunday, September 5 Bridal shower for Julianne van Wyk 
 Gift registry can be found on theknot.com 
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