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GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude          
                               
Church Family News           Annette LaPlaca 
 
Preparation for Worship: O Breath of God   
 
 (Congregation sings.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  *  Congregation stands. 

 
Who We Seek to Be 

 
In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 

 
Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love            
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip            
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 
 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim the        
gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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*   Call to Worship     
 

Pastor: O God, your name be praised, for in Jesus Christ you come to visit and redeem 
your people. 

 
All: Help us to understand Christ’s rule, strongest among the exiled,  
 among the victims, among the hurt and mourning. 
 
Pastor: Help us to understand Christ’s triumph revealed when love speaks the healing 

and freeing word. Help us to understand glory revealed on a cross. 
 
All: Then may we sing with full joy, Rejoice! Rejoice! Blessed is Emmanuel          

who comes in God’s name to ransom our captive hearts. 
 
 

* Invocation    
 
*  Opening Hymn: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name          Hymn 296 
 
 
 WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 

 
Call to Confession                      Steve Westfall 

 
Leader:  Let us approach our God who opposes the proud but gives grace to  
    the humble. 
 
 People: Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee  
    from you. 
 
 Leader: Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
 
 People: Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
 
 Leader: Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters. Whoever speaks evil 

against another or judges another, speaks evil against the law and judges the law; but 
if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 

 
 People: There is one lawgiver and judge who is able to save and to destroy. So who, 

then, are you to judge your neighbor? 
 

Leader:  For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For it is written, “As I live, 
 says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise           
 to God.”  So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
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Song of Confession: His Mercy Is More  (Verse 1)  Repeat Chorus              Boswell/Pappa 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon    
 

Leader:   The promise of God is greater than our sinfulness: If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.  Brothers and sisters, rest in in this good news – in Jesus Christ we stand 
forgiven.  Amen. 

 
* Acclamation: (Please stand.) 

 

All:  Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
 strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen! 

 
* Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All:     And also with you.  

 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
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WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 
 
Sacrament of Baptism for Koen Jason Rolland          

 
Barocha                   Michael Card 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Children 3 years old through 5th grade are dismissed to continue their worship downstairs.) 

 
                                                                                                                

  Offering and Offertory: Christ Is Alive                Handbell Ensemble 
 
 * Doxology   
 

All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise Him all creatures here below; 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 
 Praise  Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
  Intercessory Prayer           Sarah Holman 
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* Hymn: Speak, O Lord                 Getty/Townend 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Used by permission, CCLI 
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 WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
 
 

 (Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: Joan Sheesley and Sue Lundin 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Isaiah 43:18-25 
 
18 “Remember not the former things, 
  nor consider the things of old. 
19  Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
  I will make a way in the wilderness 
  and rivers in the desert. 

20  The wild beasts will honor me, 
  the jackals and the ostriches, 
  for I give water in the wilderness, 
  rivers in the desert, 
  to give drink to my chosen people, 

21  the people whom I formed for myself 
  that they might declare my praise. 
 

22   “Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; 
  but you have been weary of me, O Israel! 
23  You have not brought me your sheep for burnt offerings, 
  or honored me with your sacrifices. 
  I have not burdened you with offerings, 
  or wearied you with frankincense. 
24  You have not bought me sweet cane with money, 
  or satisfied me with the fat of your sacrifices. 
  But you have burdened me with your sins; 
  you have wearied me with your iniquities. 
 
25  “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, 
 and I will not remember your sins.” 
 

 
*  New Testament Scripture: Mark 2:1-12

1 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at 
home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at 
the door. And he was preaching the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a    
paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they could not get near him because of the 
crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let 
down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, 
questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming!  
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 
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that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these 
things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’     
or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise,     
pick up your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and 
went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying,            
“We never saw anything like this!”  

*  Congregational Response 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sermon:  Receiving Far More than One Asked For or Imagined                       Jim Wilhoit 
 
 

 WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

* Closing Hymn: Blessing and Honor and Glory and Power             Hymn 300 
 
*  Benediction 
 
*  Postlude 
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Today 
 

Special thanks to Rev. Dr. Jim Wilhoit for opening God’s Word for us today. Jim is a 
teaching elder in the EPC. He is retired from teaching Spiritual Formation and Ministry.  
He is currently teaching Adult Education at 9: 30 a.m. Sunday. He and Carol are long-time 
members of Immanuel. 
 
Sign up today for Parents’ Night Out: Friday, May 12, 5:30—8:00 p.m. Your sign-up 
helps Anna know how to plan for caretakers. 
 
Stay after worship for our International Cafe in the lower level. We will hear reports 
on recent trips to Cambodia (Terra Vincent) and Rwanda (Diane Jerdan). Come on 
downstairs to find out what’s happening around the world and to share a light lunch of 
ethnic foods.  
 

 
 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Food Pantry  
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group at the Ministry House  
 

 
This Week 
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Why do we baptize infants? 
 
In our culture today, we are not accustomed to thinking of the head of a household as     
deciding the spiritual commitments of all its dependent members. However, the biblical 
perspective is that the head of a household represents the family to God and commits them 
to his worship. The representative role of heads of households has great Scriptural prece-
dent and rich implications in both the Old and New Testaments.  (cf Eph. 5:25-27; Heb. 
11:7) 
 

Does the requirement of faith for salvation preclude the possibility of administering a          
covenant sign to children of believers?  It did not in the Old Testament practice of circumci-
sion, and the New Testament tells us why. The apostle Paul says in the book of Romans 
that circumcision was a “seal” as well as a “sign” of the righteousness that Abraham had by 
faith (Rom 4:11). 
 

The seal acted as a visible pledge by the author to honor what He had covenanted to do in a 
document when the conditions it described were met.  Like the seal of a document, the seal 
of circumcision could be applied long before the recipients of promised and signified bless-
ing met the conditions of the covenant. 
 

The Apostle Paul was very explicit about the continuation of the Abrahamic covenant and 
proclaimed, “Those who believe are children of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7).  He goes on to say 
that the law of Moses “does not set aside the covenant previously established by God.         
If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the prom-
ise” (Gal.3:17,29).  Since the shedding of Christ’s blood to remove our sin was prefigured 
by circumcision, baptism with water has become the sign of the washing away of our sin 
(cf. Acts 22:6; 16:1; I Cor. 6:11; Heb. 9:14).  While the sign of the covenant changes, the 
features of the covenant do not. 
 

In addition to baptism as the new sign and seal of God’s covenant promise, we also feel 
there is other Scriptural evidence to embrace this sacrament for infants.  If the apostles had 
chosen to exclude infants from baptism, such an important change would have been record-
ed.  The absence of a scriptural command to prohibit administering the sign of the covenant 
to children after two thousand years of observing such a practice weighs significantly 
against the view that the apostles wanted only those who were able to profess their faith to 
be baptized.  In fact, when we read the New Testament accounts of baptism, every person 
identified as having a household present at his or her conversion also had the entire house-
hold baptized. 
 

Finally, the devotion of the parents who present their children for baptism places each child 
in a privileged position both to hear and to understand the truths of the Gospel.  The parents 
together with the covenant community of the church provide spiritual nurture and instruc-
tion for the child.  The child is surrounded and embraced by the testimony of Christ at every 
turn in life.  In this atmosphere, faith generally germinates and matures so that it is possible, 
even common, for the children of Christian parents never to know a day that they do not 
believe that Jesus is their Savior and Lord.  Such covenantal growth of a child is, in fact, the 
normal Christian life that God intends for his people based on the Biblical account of his 
covenant with them throughout history. Thus we consider it a privilege to baptize             
Koen Jason Rolland today. 

 
                       Adapted from Why Do We Baptize Infants 
                                                       by Bryan Chapell 
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