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  *  Congregation stands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
Prelude: Once in Royal David’s City              arr. by Phemister
 What Sweet Music                    Rutter
       
Church Family News            Annette LaPlaca
           

Preparation for Worship 

 

Advent Candle Lighting: 
 

* Call to Worship                       

 

Pastor:  Our souls magnify the Lord! 
 

People:  Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior! 
 

Pastor:  The mighty One has done great things for us! 
 

People:  Holy is God’s name! 
 

Pastor:  Let us worship God. 
 

All:  For God is our Maker and our Redeemer; 
 from generation to generation God gives mercy. 
 

based on Luke 1:46-50; The Worship Sourcebook 
* Invocation  
 
* Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           Hymn 194
           

 
 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love            
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip            
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 

 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim 
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

 Call to Confession                  Sarah Holman 
 

Leader:  If we look at our own lives, 
 

All:  We must confess the mixture of giving and selfishness, our waiting on 
  the Lord turned to an endless rush, our missing the mark of Advent. 
 

Leader:  We need forgiveness for our frantic ways and misplaced efforts. But we 
  are grateful that we can trust in God, 
 

All:  Who still brings salvation, who still supplies us strength, who hears 
  our songs of gratitude, who accepts our joyful praise. 
 

Leader:  Let us draw water from the wells of salvation. Let us proclaim his 
  greatness with all our being. 
 

All:  His saving deeds support our lives. His greatness still astounds us. 
  The Holy One of Israel is among us. 

Based on Isaiah 12 

 
Song of Confession: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus        Howard Whitaker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

Leader: The good news of this Advent season is forgiveness of sin and new life. Let us  
  commit our lives to Christ’s way of hope and peace. Thanks be to the Advent 

God, who comes among us, setting us free to love and serve. 
 

from The Worship Sourcebook 
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* Acclamation 
 

All: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. 
Amen. 

 
* Passing of the Peace     
 

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:      And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 
 
 
  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 

 

 Offering and Offertory: Nativity Carol      John Rutter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Born in a stable so bare 
Born so long ago 
Born ’neath light of star 
He who loved us so 
 
Far away, silent he lay 
Born today, your homage pay 
For Christ is born for aye 
Born on Christmas Day 
 
Cradled by mother so fair 
Tender her lullaby 
Over her son so dear 
Angel hosts fill the sky 

Wise men from distant far land 
Shepherds from starry hills 
Worship this babe so rare 
Hearts with his warmth he fills 
 
Love in that stable was born 
Into our hearts to flow 
Innocent dreaming babe 
Make me thy love to know 
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* Doxology                Howard Whitaker 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Children’s Message                             Lauren Mathues 

 

Refrain: 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills, and ev’rywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born. 

 
Children ages 3 & 4 will continue their worship downstairs.   

 
Intercessory Prayer      Katherine Anderson 

 
* Hymn: Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor                       Hymn 230 
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WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
               

(Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Readers: Amber and Hannah Johnson 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Psalm 85:8-12 
 

 
* New Testament Scripture: Luke 2:1-7, John 1:1-14 
   

(continued) 
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NIV 
 
* Congregational Response 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon: Eternity in the Nativity 
 

 
WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 

 

 

*  Closing Hymn: Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come            Hymn 195 
 
* Benediction   
 

* Postlude 

With two Sundays left in 2023, we are about $14,000 away from meet-
ing our budget for the year ($872,100). Donations must be received (or be dated and 
postmarked) by Sunday, December 31 to count toward the 2023 budget and appear on 
your annual giving report. If you use Bill Pay, allow extra time for mailing by your bank.   
 
If offerings exceed expenses, the surplus will help make up for use of reserve funds for 
the parking lot project, which cost just over $122,000.
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