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  *  Congregation stands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
Prelude: Prelude Sonata Op. 7 Andante molto     Grieg
            
Church Family News            Annette LaPlaca
              

Preparation for Worship 
 
Advent Candle Lighting: The Shepherds—The Word Welcomed         Kerslake Family 
 

* Call to Worship                       

 

Leader: The mighty God summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place 
  where it sets. 
 
People: Our God comes and will not be silent. God calls, and we respond to  
  his love. 
 
Leader: The heavens declare God’s righteousness.  
 
All: We tell out God’s glories!  Our God will hear us, save us, and stay  
  with us forever. 
                                                                      based on Psalm 50:1-3, 6  Adapted from the Worship Sourcebook 

 
* Invocation  
 
* Opening Hymn: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                       Hymn 196 

 

Who We Seek to Be 
 

In our love for Christ and guided by God’s Word we seek to be a community of 
 

Joyful Worship, thoughtfully centered in the wonder and wisdom of the living 
God and celebrating the diversity of the body of Christ. 
 
Loving Fellowship, encouraging and serving one another in the unifying love            
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Life-changing Learning, biblically-based preaching and teaching to equip            
children, youth, and adults to grow in their relationship with God. 

 
Enthusiastic Service, reflecting the servant heart of Jesus as we proclaim 
the gospel near and far in word and deed. 
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WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

 Call to Confession                       Dan Balzer 
 

Leader:  Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved 
 but also our reluctance to love. 
 

All: We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love 
 but also our refusal to forgive. 
 

Leader: We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love 
 but also our resistance to follow you without question. 
 

All: In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we should. 
 

Leader: Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to receive you  
 with joy, as the shepherds; 
 

All: With gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; 
 

Leader: With love, as you have loved us. 
 

All: Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

                         Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook 

  

 Song of Confession: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus          Howard Whitaker 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon    
 

Leader: Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior, Jesus Christ, came 
  among us in great humility, will sanctify you with the light of his  
  blessing and set you free from all sin. 
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*  Acclamation  (Gloria Patri)                                    Hymn 735 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it  
 was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
 Amen, amen. 
 

* Passing of the Peace     
 

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:      And also with you.  
 

(Please share God’s peace with those around you.) 

 
 
  WE BRING OUR PRAISES, PRAYERS AND GIFTS 

 

Offering and Offertory: O Come, All Ye Faithful                    arr. Jacob B. Weber 
Handbell Ensemble 

 
Doxology               Hymn 732
           
 All:     Praise God from whom all blessings flow;    
  Praise Him all creatures here below; 
  Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:  
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Children’s Message                 Rachel Ehorn 

 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains: 
 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song?  (Refrain) 
 

 
(Children 3 years through 5th grade go downstairs to continue their worship.) 

 
 
Intercessory Prayer                                         Steve Westfall 
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* Songs 

Come, Lord Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Used by permission, One License A704683 

             Used by permission, CCLI #294262 
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WE HEAR GOD SPEAK 
               

(Please remain standing for the reading of God’s Word.) 
 

Reader: Joy Hudson 
 

* Old Testament Scripture: Isaiah 40:9-11 
 

9You who bring good news to Zion, 
    go up on a high mountain. 
You who bring good news to Jerusalem, 
    lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; 
    say to the towns of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, 
    and he rules with a mighty arm. 
See, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young.  

 
* New Testament Scripture: Luke 2:8-20 
   

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 
 

  14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
     and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one  
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 
 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  NIV 
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* Congregational Response 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon: Shepherds Like Us 
 

 

WE ARE DISMISSED TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 

 

*  Closing Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High                                                          Hymn 214 
 

* Benediction   
 

* Postlude: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying                 Walther 
 

 
 

Today 
 

Food Pantry open 
 4:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant 
 

This Week 
 

Sunday, December 24 
10:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship Service 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 
In Immanuel and Beyond 
 

With three Sundays left, we are about $45,000 away from meeting our budget for the 
year ($872,100). Donations must be received (or be dated and postmarked) by Sunday, 
December 31 to count toward the 2023 budget and appear on your annual giving        
report. If you use Bill Pay, be sure to allow extra time for mailing by your bank.                
If offerings exceed expenses, the surplus will help make up for use of reserve         
funds for the parking lot project, which cost just over $122,000.  
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